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N all States of whatever Plan the Conſtitution may be 
formed, general Prejudices are extremely apt to take too 
ſtrong Poſſeſſion of the Hearts of Men, but in none are 
the People ſo open to the Influence of that Impulſe as in Go- 
vernments, where, from the Nature of the Eſtabliſnment, 
they make Part of the legiſlative Power. | 
Fac this Cauſe at preſent in this Kingdom, conſtituted 
on a Plan of Liberty, it is probable, that as well as ancient- 
ly in Athens and Rome, popular Condemnation and Applauſe 
are more particularly viſible in the Actions of all Ranks of 
Men, than in monarchic or deſpotic States: Hence it is, 
that thoſe who become the favourite Objects of this People, 
are for the moſt Part preſerved inviolate from the Malevolence 
of the M——rs, and thoſe who become Objects of their 
Reſentment or Contempt, are abandoned to the full Force of _ 
m- Attacks. No Man can be ſafely puniſhed, or ſafely 
permitted to eſcape Puniſhment, when the Nation is in great 
Ferment, contrary to the general Opinion of his Deſerts, 
however well inclined the Eo may be to ſave or deſtroy. 
Tr1s Conſent or Diſapprobation of the Public, frequent- 
ly proves to be the juſt Counterpoiſe which weighs againſt the 
miniſterial Inclinations, when unreaſonably intended to re- 
ward or puniſh thoſe who become the Objects of the national 
Conſideration, and a neceſſary Sanction to all their Proceed- 
ings of a public Nature; for theſe Reaſons, whenever, by 
m- Meaſures long miſconducted, ſome ſiniſter Event be- 
comes the Conſequence of their Adminiſtration ; thoſe inthe 
Cabinet who have little Honeſty and leſs Underſtanding to 
direct a Nation either in Peace or War, to appoint proper 
Means for attacking their Enemies, and protecting their own 
Country by Land or Sea; in ſhort, thoſe wha are unequal 
to every Duty of a Mr, are ſtill cunning enough to think 
it indiſpenſibly neceſſary, to throw the whole Blame and 
Diſgrace of the ill Succeſs, on the viſible Object who pre- 
faded in the Scene of Action, to faſcinate the Underſtandings 
of the Multitude by _ and partial Repreſentations a 
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and fculk from their Indignation behind the Reſentment, 


which their Adherents and Abettors have craftily raiſed againſt 
the Commander in the Day of Battle. 

To quote Inſtances of this Kind, would be to mention al- 
moſt all the paſt Facts in Hiſtory, in which Military Affairs 
have proved unſucceſsful, from the Iniquity, Negligence, or 
Incapacity, of the M—rs, and the Chief in Command has 
been called to public Juſtification : and indeed as the De- 
pendants of M- rs muſt be more numerous than thoſe of a 
ſuſpected Commander, and as the Love of Money and their 
own Intereſt is more particularly prevalent, in ſuch Men, 
than the Love of Honeſty, of Truth, and of their Country, 
it has too generally happened, that by means of ml Facti- 
on, the innocent Commanders have been condemned by the 
People, and the guilty Adminiſtration not attended to or ac- 
quitted. It has been remarked, that the Tribunal of the 
People has generally pronounced righteous Sentences, when 
all the Circumſtances of the Affair have been brought before 
it; and even where the Deciſions have been either defective 
or unjuſt, that it has been chiefly owing to partial and unfair 
Repreſentations of the Subject; for theſe Reaſons, it neceſ- 
farily becomes the Intereſt! of all Miniſters, who intend to 
transfer the Guilt of an Action from themſelves to the Com- 
manders in any unfortunate undertaking, to conceal and 
miſrepreſent every Circumſtance, which can poſſibly offer 


any favourable Idea, for the ee and Defence of 


thoſe who have unhappily miſcarried in their Endeavours, 
under their wrong Directions and ill- concerted Meaſures, and 
to deſtine them the public Sacrifice and Atonement for their 
Inability or Iniquity. | 
To effect this, and their own Preſervation, Ten Thou- 
ſand idle and groundleſs Reports, which may tend to coun- 
tenance and ſupport that Part of the Affair only which they 
think neceſſary to be offered to the Public, are daily ſpread by 
their Emiſſaries ; hence it ariſes, that from partial Views of 
the whole Circumſtances, from limited Conſiderations of 
the Subject, Things appear to be juſt, which are the rankeſt 
Injuſtice, the Guiltleſs die, and the Guilt eſcape from con- 
dign Puniſhment. | A | 
T H1s has frequently been the Conſequence of Craft in 
Mrs, and many an innocent Man has ſuffered from this 
cruel Cunning of Men in Power; by theſe Arts the Paſſions 
of the People, greatly incenſed and knaviſhly ſeduckd, have 
been miſled to condemn Men as Deſtroyers of the Crown and 
Nation's Honour, who are only made to appear in that Light, 
by 


. 1 
by the Wickedneſs and Wiles of thoſe very M—s who ruined 
the public Welfare, and betrayed the Glory. of the Sove- 
reign ; it is during this Tumult in the Minds of Men, too 
turbulent at firſt to be appeaſed by, or liſten to the Voice 
of Reaſon, that M—rs have taken Occaſion to ſacrifice a 
Commander in Chief, to appeaſe the Wrath of the People 
and ſave themſelves. 

Tris having been already the Event in numberleſs In- 
ſtances, muſt naturally prevail again, and be attempted, 
whenever an iniquitous, weak or inattentive M—r entertains 
the Deſign of ſcreening himſelf from Puniſhment, by the 
Death of another Man leſs criminal; without this Precaution, 
the firſt Impetuoſity in the Multitude ſubſiding, and more 
Truth being let in upon the Subject and their Minds, that 
which was condemned under a partial View, becomes ap- 
proved of under a general one, the M--r receives that Fate 
which he had allotted for the Commander, and Juſtice takes 
Place where Heaven always deſigned it ſhould, on the nefarious. 

Ir may perhaps by this Time be ſuſpected, that all this 
Preface is advanced to prepare a Juſtification of the late Be- 
haviour of Admiral B—g, and that I, his Advocate, am en- 
deavouring to ſcreen him from the public Reſentment. No- 
thing is leſs true; my Intent is only to lay the whole Affair 
candidly before you, aſſuring you at the ſame Time, that no 
Man can be more irritated againſt his Conduct than I was in 
the beginning, *till what I am going to offer to your Opinions 
became the prevailing Power over mine. | 

[ am fully convinced that the People of this Country have 

he Love of Juſtice ſo ſtrongly implanted in their Boſoms, 
that nothing can efface or over-rule it, by direct and open 
Force; but I know alſo, that by Concealment of Truth and 
Mifrepreſentation of Circumſtances, the Minds of Multi- 
tudes, as well as of the wiſeſt Individuals, may be warped 
from Equity, and induced to determine diametrically oppoſite 
to right Reaſon, however ardently they ſeek the Truth. 

INDEED, I freely own my Sentimenty, are much altered, 
by being indulged with authentic Evidence of Admiral B—g's 
Behaviour in the Mediterranean; and appealing to you as 

udges of his Guilt ar Innocence, I dare believe, when what 

have to ſay is laid before you, even in granting the moſt 
unfavourable Opinions you can entertain of him to be juſt, 
you will allow that he has been moſt unjuſtifiably dealt with 

by thoſe who ſent him on the Expedition. 
BETWEEN perfe&t Innocence and perfect Guilt there are 
innumerable Degrees in the Scale of Offence; and as no Man 
| Can. 
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can ſay he is without Fault, ſo none can be pronounced 
all Guiltineſs; the Nature of Crimes differs as much in 
Degrees as thoſe who commit them ; and the Nature 
of Juſtice is ſuch, that .unleſs it be truly adapted to the 
Degree of Offence, it becomes Injuſtice; and that which 
is the due Puniſhment for one Crime is converted to Cruelty, 


when inflited for the Commiſſion of a leſs ; though it be juſt 


to condemn the Murderer to Death, is it not too ſevere to 
deprive thoſe of Life, who ſteal Bread to ſatisfy the Calls of 
Nature in the Moment of periſhing by Hunger? yy, 

In Caſes of Diſloyalty, the Officers who are moſt active in 
recruiting Troops againſt their King, and braveſt in the Day 
of Battle, are always conſidered as leſs culpable in the Breach: 
of their Allegiance and Duty, than the Creators of the Re- 
bellion, though they never appear in Arms; the moſt ob- 


vious Objects of Reſentment are frequently the leaſt guilty of 


all who are concerned. 

In like Manner, when M—rs have heretofore been de- 
termined to ſell the Intereſt of their K—g and Country, thoſe 
whom they employed to execute their Purpoſes, however 

uilty, have been conſidered as leſs criminal, whilſt their 
#7 oi like Satan, firſt tempted to fin, continue tempting 
others to their own and the Nation's Ruin; not that I ſay 
this to intimate that this Kingdom has been ſold on a late 


' Occaſion, much leſs that Mr. B- is conſcious of the Sale. 


I know he is not; but to ſhew only that in ſuch aggravating 
Inſtances, even there muſt be Men more notoriouſly guilty 
than the moſt 6bvious Ofte:der, and that it therefore be- 
comes neceflary to point out who they are, that the foremoſt 
in Offence may be firſt in Puniſhmer.t, and not by removing 
the ſubordinate, preſerve the chief Ccntrivers, to perpetrate 
more Miſchief to their Country's Ruin. | 
To fix the Degree of every Crime in the Scale of Offence, 
becomes then as much an Act of Juſtice, as to protect the 
Innocent or condemn the Guilty ; and to lay the Caſe of Mr, 
Bg fairly before you, muſt appear a laudable Attempt in 
the Eyes of all humane and juſt Men, becauſe every Engliſb- 
man has a Right to a fair Plea and candid Judgment ; and 
without being acquainted with all the Circumſtances, no De- 


ciſion can be made but what muſt be partial and deſective. If 


it ſhall appear then, at the End of this Enquiry, that Miſre- 
reſentation, Calumny, Concealment of Truth, and Tales 
of Falſhood, propagated and committed by thoſe who purſue 


Mr. B—g, and their Confederates, have induced you to 
pronouncs 


. | 

pronounce thoſe ſevere Cenſures which have been paſſed a- 
ainſt him, when Things come to be placed in their true 
Licht, and the Miſt of Craft removed from your Eyes; when, 
if it be apparent that your Judgment has been miſled by er- 
roneous and partial Repreſentations, ſhall not then the Love 
of Juſtice move ye to reverſe thoſe Decrees which ye have 
already made, and the Love of Truth prompt you to re- 
nounce the Errors of your former Deciſion, with the ſame 
Zeal with which you embraced it, you will then think it as 
much the Duty of an Engl; Subject, and of a Man, to re- 
mit your Reſentment againſt Mr. B—yg, as it will be to direct 
it on the great Promoters of your Ruin and Diſgrace. | 

W1THOUT manifeſting this Candour, Men obſtinately 
confeſs, that they prefer following an Error once adopted, to 
renouncing it for a Truth which may have been long hidden 
from their Perceptions, by the moſt malignant Artifices of 
the moſt pernicious Men: This Reflection, I hope, ſhall 
never be imputed to the Behaviour of Engliſhmen. _ 

In this View and to this Intent I ſtand forth, not as the 
Friend or Advocate of Mr. B—g, but as the Friend and Ad- 
vocate of Juſtice, my King, and Country; to make apparent 
to all Eyes, how the firſt has been violated, and the latter a- 
buſed and ruined ; to explain how it becomes your Duty, 
though the Crime of Mr. B—g be ever ſo enormous, to 


provide that it be fairly examined, and the Ad—1 impartially 


treated; to ſhew you in what Manner thoſe Evidences, 
which favour the uflification of him, have been cruelly with- 
held from the public Eye, baſely miſ-repreſented, and others 
added to infinuate their coming from his Hands ; and in his 


Place permit me to ſpeak to the Hearts and Underſtandings of 


all Engliſhmen, uncorrupted and uninfluenced by m—1 Bribes, 


Places, and Penſions. Let me ſuppoſe that any one indifferent 


Man amongſt you had been employed in a military Action of 
Conſequence, and had written to either of the others an Ac- 
count of his Behaviour, and of the Tranſaction on which not 
only his Honour but his very Life depended, is there a Man 
amongſt you who would have concealed or miſrepreſented an 

Part of this Account, with Deſign to accompliſh the Writer's 
Undoing ? I am convinced you would not have committed 
ſuch Baſeneſs. What then is the juſt Due of ſuch Men, if 
ſuch there are, who have dared to commit an Action of that 
Nature, not improbably, duping their R—1 Maſter to this 
iniquitous Intent, without his Knowledge of the real Circum- 
ſtances, and making you, the honeſt Subjects of this Realm, 


Abettors of all this hgrid Injuſtice ? What then muſt becke 
| ate 


State of that Man's Boſom, who may have ſeen his own 
| | Letter ſtripped of every Part which can make moſt effeQually - 
38 in his Favour, imperfealy given to the public Examination, 
Y and the People enraged againſt his Conduct by this partial Re- 
N preſentation of his own Account, concealing the moſt mate- 
I, rial Circumſtances which determined him to behave as he did. 
1 » War profligate and abandoned Hearts muſt ſuch Men 
poſſeſs, who, by Omiſſions of whole Paragraphs of a Com- 


TW mander's own Letter, and Additions of others, can leſſen the 
'F Force of his Juſtification in an Affair of Life and Death, change 
1 the Account of his Proceedings, and almoſt efface the whole 
ſ 4 Meaning of the Letter, to make his own Words condemn 


him to the Multitude, by ſpeaking half what they expreſs, and 
| extorting, by this new Way of putting Letters to the Torture, 
1 / ſo contradictory to the Spirit of the Engliſb Laws, a Meaning 
ſo different from what they truly import, a Confeſſion of Guilt 
1 which is not to be found in the whole uncaftrated Original. 
fn If this appear to be a true Repreſentation, you will not with- 
hold a juſt Reſentment on this Occaſion ; and that it is, I dare 
to make appear from ſuch Proofs, that even the greateſt Ene- 
my againſt Mr. B—g ſhall be obliged to confeſs his Convic- 
tion of the Truth of what ſhall be ſaid; and that, however 
guilty he may appear to be, in Compariſon with his Oppreſſors, 
he is as innocent as the Perſon who treads on a Worm com- 
pared with Cain who flew his Brother, or he who burns his 
own Hovel, to him that ſet Fire to the ſhattered Ruins of 
Lifbon amidft the Calamities of the Earthquake. | 
In Truth, and before the Eyes of Heaven, if what I ſhall 
offer to your Conſideration appears to be Fact, How are ſuch 
barbarous Proceedings reconcilable with Humanity, or eſſen- 
1 tially different from a Forgery ? to add what can undo.a Man, 
MW! or eraſe what can preſerve him, how do they vary- in the - 
1 Nature and Conſequence of the Deſign ? And to aggravate 
Il the Heinouſneſs of the Offence, it is not like the deſpicable 
| ! Intent of defrauding a Man of his Money, but like that of 
WM depriving him of his Life; it cannot be an Attempt to rob, 
0 though it may be to murder. 6.34) | 
Is it not a Crime equal to that of Forgery, when Men, by 
leaving out the moſt material Circumſtances of a Man's De- 
fence, leſſen the Force, or change the Import of the whole, 
rendering him to the People the deteſted Object of their In- 
dignation and Deſire of Puniſhment ? Is it not by ſuch cruel 
Means that he may become unjuſtly condemned? Added to 
this, if it ſhall appear that this Iniquity is purpoſely com- 
mitted to ſcreen themſelves from their juſt Rewards, what is 
| it 
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turned in his et 809 ſet as ſtrongly againſt thoſe that 
Taue Ancempt of faithfully placing before your Eyes the 
7 5 e for- 


ter which was ſent to the S=—y 15 


. 


th 
pts? endeavour. to inveſtigate the 


is I preſume is juſtifiable in the Eyes of fleaven and 
Earth, to develope and characteriſe the Deſigns of Men in 
ſuch Proceedings againſt the A—l, and to examine if Self- 
Preſervation, atternpted by Cruelty and Injuſtice, might not 
have been the chief Motives to this inhuman Conduct. | 
ALL Irequeſt, is a calm and diſpaſſionate Examination of 
the whole Affair, and what there is to be ſaid upon it; and 
then, though Prejudices of all Kinds are difficultly eraſed, 
more eſpecially thoſe which are received againſt the imagined 
Enemies of their Country, I entertain not the leaſt Suſpi- 
tion, but to prove the Perſon againſt whom this Tempeſt of 
Injuries has been let looſe, who has been drawn, hanged, 
and burht in every Fart of 5 Town, is the leaſt Guilty a 
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y the true Copy of the Letter, as 
it left the Hands of Admiral Byng, before you, uncurtailed or 
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1 A Genuine Copy of Admiral Byng's Letter to the 
I Secretary of the Admiralty. | + 


218 The Parts printed in Ttalics and Comma's, mark the Party | 
bill omitted in the G AZ ET T EE. 


| . | Ramillies, off Minorcay 
3 235 May, 1756. 
1 Were W 1 1 
1 HAVE the Pleaſure to deſire you will acquaint their 
Lordſhips, that having failed from Gibraltar the 8th, I 
dee off Mahon the 19th, having been joined by His Majeſty's 
Ship Phœnix, off Majorca, two Days Ibefore, by wham 
*I bad confirmed the Intelligence I received at Gibraltar, 


of 


— 


J 


ſure of the Land Wind, in the 
not above five Leagues off Cape Mola. We tacked off to- 


| +464; | 

& of the Strength of the French. Fleet, and of their being 2 
60 Laaben His Majeſty's Colours were ftill pt at the +4 
%% St Philip's, and I could parceiue ſeveral Bomb Batteries 
& playing upon it from different Parte; French Colours aue ſaw 
& flying on the, Wt Part of St. Philip's. I diſpatchedthe 
& Phanix, Cheſterfield, and Dolphin a Head, to reconnaitre 
© the Harbaur's. Mouth, and Cap ain Hervey, to endeuusur to 
* land a Letter for General Blakeney, to let him know the Fleet 
c was bert to his. Aſſiſtance, though every one was of Opinion, 
* wecould be of na uje to him, as. by all Accounts, no Place 
© was ſecured for covering a Landing, could we have ſhared 
& any People. The Phenix was alſa to make the private Sig- 
cc nal between Captain Heruey and Captain Scrape, as this 
* latter would undoubtedly come off, if it were praclicable, hav- 
ing kept the Dolpbin's Barge with him; but the Enemy's 
«© Fleet appearing to the Szuth-Faſt, and the Mind at the ſame 
«& Time coming ſtrong off the Land, obliged me te call thoſs 
* Ships in, before they could get quite ſo near the Entrance of 
* the Harbour, as to make ſure what Batteries or Guns might 
& be placed to prevent our having any Communication with the 
% Caflle.” Falling little Wind, it was Five before I could 
form my Line, or diſtinguiſh any of the Enemy's Motions, | 
and not at all to judge of their Force more than by their 
Numbers, which were Seventeen, and T hirteen appeared large. 
They at firſt ſtood towards us in a regular Line, and tacked 
about Seven, which I judged was to endeavour to gain the 
Wind of us in the Night ; ſo that being late, I tacked, in, . 
order to keep the r of them, as well as to make 
orning, being very hazy and 


wards the Enemy at Eleven; and at Daylight had no fight 
of them. But two Tartans with the French private Signal 
being cloſe in with the Kear of our Fleet, I ſent the Princeſs 
Louiſa to chaſe one, and made the Signal for the Rear-Ad- 


miral, who was neareſt the other, to ſend Ships to chace her; 


the Princeſs Louiſa, Defiance, and Captain, became at a 
great Diſtance, but the Defiance took her's, which had two. 
Captains, two Lieutenants, and One Hundred and Two pri- 
vate Soldiers, who were ſent out the Day before with ſix 


Hundred Men on board Tartans to reinforce the French 
Fleet, on our then appearing off the Place. The Phœnix, 


on Captain Hervey's Offer, prepared to ſerve as a Fire-Ship, 
but without damaging her as a Frigate, till the Signal was 


made to prime, when ſhe was then to ſcuttle her Decks, e- 
very thing elſe being prepared, as the Time and Place allowed 
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f. Fhe Enemy now began to appear from the Maſt-head' 
I called in the Cruiſers, and when they had joined me, 
tacked towards the Enemy, and formed the Line a-head. 
found the French were preparing theirs to Leeward, having 
unſucceſsfully endeavoured to weather me : They were Twelve 
large Ships of the Line, and five Frigates. As ſoon as 1 
Judged the Rear of our Fleet to be the Lek of their Van, 
we tacked all together, and immediately made the Signal for 


the Ships that led, to lead large, and for the Deptford to quit 


the Line, that ours might become equal in Number with 
theirs. At Two I made the Signal to engage, as I found it 
was the ſureſt Method of ordering every Ship to cloſe down 
on the one that fell to their Lot. And here I muſt expreſs 


my great Satisfaction at the very gallant Manner in which the 


Rear-Admiral ſet the Van the Example, by inſtantly bearing 


down on the Ships he was to engage with his fecond, and 


who occaſioned one of the French Ships to begin the En- 
gagement, which they did, by raking ours as they went 
down; I bore down on the Ship that lay oppoſite me, and 
began to engage him, after having received the Fire for ſome 
Time in going down. The Intrepid,“ unfortunately,” in 
the very beginning had his Fore-top-maſt ſhot away, and as 
that hung on his Fore- al and backed it, he had no Com- 


mand of his Ship, his Fore tack and all his Braces being cut 


at the ſame Time, ſo that he drove on the next Ship to him, 
and obliged that, and the Ships a-head of me to throw all a- 
back; this obliged me to do ſo alſo for ſome Minutes to avoid 
their falling on board me, though not before we had drove 


our Adverſary out of the Line, who put before the Wind, 


and had ſeveral Shot fired at him from his own Admiral. 
This not only cauſed the Enemy's Center to be unattacked, 


but left the Rear-Admiral's Diviſion rather uncovered for 


ſome little Time. I. ſent and called to the Ships a-head of 
me to make Sail on, and go down on the Enemy, and or- 
dered the Cheſterfield to lay by the Intrepid, and the Dept- 
ford to ſupply the Intrepid's Place. I found the Enemy 
edged away conſtantly, and as they went three Feet to our 
one, they would never permit our cloſing with them, but 
took the Advantage of deſtroying our Rigging; for though 
J cloſed the Rear-Admiral faſt, I found J could not again 


cloſe the Enemy, whoſe Van were fairly drove from their 


Line; but their Admiral was joining them by bearing away. 
By this Time *twas paſt Six, and the Enemy's Van and ours 
were at too great a Diſtance to engage ; I perceived ſome of 
their Ships ſtretching to the Northward, and I imagined they 

| ; ; were 


h 


1 
were going to form a new Line; I made the Signal for the 
headmoſt Ships to. tack, and thoſe that led before with Lar- 
board Tacks, to lead with the Starboard, that I might by the 
firſt, keep (if poſſible) the Wind of the Enemy, and by the ſe- 
cond, be between the Rear-Admiral's Diviſion and the Ene- 
my, as his had ſuffered moſt, as alſo to cover the Intrepid, 
which I perceived to be in a very bad Condition, and whoſe 


loſs would very greatly give the Ballance againſt us, if they, 


had attacked us the next Morning as I expected. I brought 
to about Eight that Night to join the Intrepid, and ta refit our 
Ships as faſt as poſſible, and continued ſo all Night. The next 
Morning we ſaw nothing of the Enemy, though we were ſtill 
lying to; Mahon was N. N. W. about ten or eleven Leagues, 
I ent Cruiſers out to look for the Intrepid and Chefterfeld, 
who joined me the next Day; and having, from a State and 
Condition of the Squadron brought me in, found that the Ca 

tain, Intrepid, and Defiance, (which latter has Joſt her Ca 


tain) were much damaged in their Maſts, c /o that they were en- 


ee dangeredof not being able to ſecure their Maſts properly at Sa; 
ce andalſo, that the Squadron in general were very ſickly, many 
& Filled and wounded, and no where to put a Third of their Num- 


&« ber, if I made an Hoſpital even of the Forty Gun Ship, which 


e was not eaſy at Sea.” I thought it proper in this Situation, 
to call a Council of War before I went again to look for the 


Enemy. I defired the Attendance of General Stuart, Lord 


Effingham, and Lord Robert Bertie, and Colonel Cornwallis, 
that 1 might collect their Opinions upon the preſent Situation 
« of Minorca and Gibraltar, and make ſure of protecting the 
latter, ſince it was found impracticable to either ſuccour or 
& relieve the former with the Force we had; for though we may 
* juſtly claim the Viftory, yet we are much inferior to the 
& Weight of their Ships, though the Numbers are equal, and 
e they have the Advantage of ſending to Minorca their wound- 
ed, and getting Reinforcements of Seamen from their Tranſ= 
„ ports, and Soldiers from their Camp; all which, undoubtedly 
<< has been done in this Time that we have been laying to torefit, 
and often in Sight of Minorca ; and their Ships have more than 
< once appeared in a Line from our Maſt-heads. T ſend their 
5 Lordſhips the Reſolution of the Council f War,” in which 
there was not the leaſt. Contention or Doubt aroſe. ** 7 hope 
indeed aue ſhall find Stores to refit us at Gibraltar, and if I 
„Have any Reinforcement, will not loſe a Moment's Time to ſeek 
the Enemy again, and once, more give them Battle, though 
** they have a great Advantage in being clean Ships, that go 
* three Feet to our one, and therefore have the Choice how they 

| | * will 
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& will. engage ut, or if they will ar all, and will never let us 
ec cloſe them, as their ſole View is the diſabling our Ships, in 
& which they bave but too well ſucceeded, though we obliged 
ve them to bear up.” I do not ſend their Lordſhips the Parti- 
culars of our Loſſes and Damages by this, as it would take 
me much Time, and that I am willing none ſhould be loſt 
in letting them know an Event of ſuch Conſequence. © 7 
& cannot help urging their Lordſhips for a Reinforcement, if 
re none are yet ſailed, on their Knowledge of the. Enemy's 
ce Strength in theſe Seas, and which, by very good Intelligence, 
re well in a few Days be ſtrengtbened by four more large Ships 
© from Toulon, almoſt ready to ſail, if not now. ſailed to Join 
be 7heſe,” I diſpatch this to Sir Benjamin Keene by way of 
Barcelona, and am making the beſt of my way to * cover* 
Gibraltar; from which Place I propoſe ſending their Logd- 


ſhips a more particular Account. . 
l | | Your meſt humble Servant, 
To the Hon, John Cleveland, Eſq; ; 4 J. B, 


* « Making the beſt of my Way to Gibraltar,” inſtead of to Cover 
Gibraltar, and here, by the Way, let me obſerve, that there is a 
deeper Deſign in the Omiſſion of this /fng/e Word, than perhaps 


you may at firſt be aware of: It was doubtleſs thought, this ſigni- 


ficant Word might chance to furniſh too great an Inſight into the 
real Orders of the Admiral; and it was much more for the Intereſt 
of ſome particular Perſons, that the People ſhould rather believe 
Mr. Byng went of his own Accord to ſcreen himſelf at Gibraltar, than 
that he went thither, in Conſequence of his Orders to cover it. 


Theſe, Sir, are the mortifying Members of the Admiral's Letter, 


which ſome State-Surgeons deemed neceſſary for Amputation. 
Theſe the unintelligible Paſſages, which, out of mere Mercy to his 
Intelle&s, they ſo humanely concealed from public Derifion ; yet I 
muſt confeſs myſelf ſo uncourtly a Critic, as to imagine that I have 
ſeen much greater Violence committed both on Senſe, and Lan- 
guage, in a much Gorter Epiſtle under the authoritative Pen, of a 
modern State Secretary But you, Sir, will readily perceive, that 
however Form may be the Pretence, Matter was the real Cauſe of 
this unprecedented Abridgment; ſince there appears hardly an 
Article in theſe pro/cribed Paſſages, which does not reflect more Diſ- 
honour upon Councils than Arms, and ſhews, what little Advan- 
tage we are to expect over our Enemies from the latter, unleſs aſ- 
ſiſted by Wiſdom and Integrity in the former. | 

Though the People were graciouſly ſuffered to ſhare ſome Mor- 
ſels of the above-mentioned Intelligence, and like Lazarus, were 
fed with the Crumbs which fell from the Rich Man's Table : yet, 
it ſeems, they were not always to be permitted the ſame Indul- 

nce ; fince another Letter from the Admiral was thought of too 


licate a Nature even to paſs the Confines of a C- but. . , 


. 
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P. S. I muſt defire you will acquaint their Lordſhips, that 


I have appointed Captain Hervey to the Command of the 
Defiance; in the room of Captain Andrews flaih in the Action. 
I have juſt ſent the Defects of the Yhips, as I have got it 
made out, whilſt I was cloſing my Letter.“ PRA 
BeFoRE I proceed to examine what may have been the 
probable Reaſons for omitting the above Paragraphs printed 
in /talics and Comma's, permit me to lay before you, authentic 
Lifts of the Fleets which engaged in the Mediterranean under 
the Commands of Admiral Byng and Monſieur La Galliſ- 
ſonniere, as they were in Number of Ships, Number of Men, 
Number of Cannon, and Weight of Metal ; and from a fair 
Compariſon in theſe Particulars, ſhew you on which Side, 
and to what Degree the Advantage lay, | | 


Tux Honourable Admiral Byng's Squadron; when he engaged 
Monſieur De La Galliſſonniefe's off Cape Mela, 20 May, 
3, | 1750 3 . A 3 
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Monsieus De La Gali/ſonniere's Squadron, when he ianded 
the Troops at Minorca 18 April, and at the Engagement 
with Admiral Byng's Squadron off Cape Mola, 20 May, 


1756. 

8 Weight of Me- 1 
| 4 LED pf "tal on the | Number of Mut 
© | Ships Names. Guns“ - board 
* E Lower] Upper] Sea- | Soldi | each 
| Deck, | Deck. | men. | ers. Ship. 
| Ib. Ib. :e 
oudroyant. - | 84 | 52 24] 700 250 950 
La Couronne - | 74 | 42 | 24 | 650 150 800 
Le Guerrier 574 | 42 | 24 | 650 150 800 
Le Temeraire | 74 | 42 | 24 650 | 150] 800 
Le Redoutable | 74 | 42. ][ 24 650 | t50 | 800 
'Hipopothame | 64 | 36 | 24 500 | 100 | boo 
Le Fier - - [| 64 36 24 500 100 | 600 
Triton - - | 64 | 36 24 500 |. 100 600 
eLion - <- | 64 | 36 | 24 500 | 100 | boo 
Le Contant - | 64 | 36 24 | 500 | 100 | boo 
Le Sage - | 64 | 36 24 500 | 100 | boo 
'Orphee + - 64 36 (24 5oo | 100 600 
| ($28 6800 [1550 [ 8350 
Frigates. — a Ta 1— 
La Junon = - | 46 | 300 300 
La Roze - 30 250 250 
Gracieuſe 30 250 250 
Topaze— | 24 250 250 
Nymphe - | 24 | 200 200 
. 982 | | 8050 | 1550 | 9600 


In the firſt Place, the Number of Ships was equal on each 
Side ; from this then no Advantage was to be drawn by one 
Party above another. As the Frigates on either Side did not 


engag 


ly in Number of Men and Weight of Metal, 
tempt to derive from that Circumſtance any Argument 


e, notwithſtanding the French exceeded the Engliſh great- 
I ſhall not at- 


„ 
the Superiority of the French Fleet to that of the Eli, but 
conſider thoſe Skips which were drawn up in Line of Battle, 
only remarking Be Weakneſs of that Objection to the Con- 
duct of the Admiral, in leaving the Deptford out of the Line; 
taking the Junon into his Line; the firſt being of Forty- 
_ — the latter of Forty-ſix, l ie 

Taz Number of Ships being equal, the next Conſiderg« 


tion is the Number of Guns; Fre in this Article, according 


to this Liſt, which was received from a Perſon the beſt ena- 
bled to give a juſt Account, and the leaſt to be ſuſpected of 
doing the contrary, the French Fleet exceeded the Engliſh 
by Fifry Cannon, the Number of the firſt bei Eight Huns 
dred Twenty-eight, and of the ſecond Seven Hundred Se, 


yenty-eight, which gives a Majority of Fifty on the Side o 
the French; but as it may be objected, that, according to 
other Liſts printed by Authority, the Hipopothame and Fier 
are given as Fifty Gun Ships only, we will ſuppoſe that to be 
the right, arid then the Number of French Gannon exceeds 
the Engliſb by Twenty-two Guns 2 

Tas next Article which comes under Conſideration is the 
Weight of Metal ; and in this Place it ſeems neceſſary to 
remark, that it is the uſual Guſtom to denomitiate the Weight 
of Metal by the Guns which are on the whole Decks only ; 


hence it happens, tho? three Sizes are only mentioned in the 


Liſt of the Kamillies, and two in that of the Foudroyant, that 
there were ten of the Number on board the Ramillies on the 


Quarter Deck and Forecaſtle, which carried ſix Pounds on- 


ly, and on board the Foudroyant Twenty-four; which placed 
in the ſame Parts mentioned in the Kamillies, carried only 
Shot of Twelve Pounds. 5 

Tax Foudroyant and Ramillies then may be thus conſidered 
with reſpe& to the Cannon which each carried. 


Foudroyant. Ramillies. 
Guns, Weight of Shot. Guns. Weight of Shot. 


30 of 52 Pounds. 26 of 32 Pounds, 

30 24 | 26 18 

24 12 — 

— — 99 1696 Ib. each Chage. 
. Gf 
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when the ſame was done by Monſieur La Galifſonniere i 


— ET, oo — 


— 
- 'DebpverrnT then the leſſer from the greater Number, 
the Weight of che Shot fired by the FeudFoyant in a Diſ- 
charge of all the Cannon, exceeds that of the Ramillies by 
Five Hundred Seventy-two Pounds, almoſt a third of the 
whole Quantity. The Number of Men on board the Eng 
Ship, was Seven Hundred and Thirty: on board the French, 
Nine Hundred and Fifty: which gives a Majority of Two 
Hundred and Twenty Men to the French Ship. Now, on 
a Medium, we may allow eight Men to a Gun on board the 
Fundroyunt, as Her Metal is heavier, and Six to a Gun on 
board the Namillier; "this will make Six Hundred Seventy- 
two at the*gfeat Guns, and Two Hundred and Seventy- 
eight at the fmall Athis, on board the French Ship; and 
Five Hundred and Forty at the great Guns, and One Hun- 


dred and Ninety at the mall Arms, on board the Ramillies, 


which gives a Majority 6f 'Eighty-eight ſmall Arms Men to 
the Poydroyent, almoſt a third ſuperior to the Ramillies. In 
this Account we have -computed, the Officers *and others 
employed in vatibus Duties, — — mall Arms; and 
as each Ship has probably an equal Number engaged in theſe 
Services, Whatever is allowed, being allowed allke on 
board each Ship, it leaves the fame Proportion amongſt the 
fmall Arms Men; this then effects nothing on the Validity 
of the Reaſoning. = ; 8 | 
Lx r me then imagine them all engaged on board each 
Ship, the Fiidroyant diſcharging from the ſmall Arms, two 
hundred and ſeventy- eight Balls, and the Ramillies one hun- 
dred and ninety, the French Ship's Fire in this Reſpect ex- 
ceeds the Engliſh by eighty-eight Ball in each general Vol - 


ey; let me ſuppoſe alſo, that a Number of Cannon equal 


to the whole Sum in each Ship, be diſcharged in a Mi- 
nute, which ſeems no tmprobable Suppoſition, ſince Can- 
non are fired twelve Times in a Minute in Eand Service; 
the Exceſs of Weight of Metal in the Foudroyant, com- 
pared with that fired by the Ramillies in one Hour, will be 
thirty-four thouſand three hundred and twenty Pounds, a 
moſt amazing Superiority ! If we allow at the ſame Time, 
four Diſcharges of the ſmall Arms in each Minute, then the 
Number of ſmall Shot fired from the Foudyoyant,” more than 
from the Ramillies in one Hour, will be Twenty-one Thou- 
ſand one Hundred and Twenty, which increaſes the Chanee 
of the Men being killed on the upper Decks onboard the 
Engliſh Ship equal to that Number. The Advantage drawn 
from the ſmall Arms, is then exactly in Proportion” to the 
Number in which one Ship exceeds another, and the Ad- 

vantage 
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vantage of the heavier Shot diſcharged from the Cannon, 
as the Diameter. of each exceeds the other; let me pete 


a Shot can pals between two Objects eleven Inches diſtant 
from each other, and touch neither of them; whereas, 
allowing a Ball of fifty-two Pounds, to be twelve Inches 
Diameter, and to paſs in the ſame Ditection with the for- 
mer, this laſt Ball may deſtroy, but muſt inevitably wound 
both Objects: Again, if you ſuppoſe a Ball of ten Inches 
Diameter to pals, within half an Inch of any ſingle Object, 
that of twelve paſling in the ſame Line by the increaſed Pi- 
ameter, muſt deſtroy. or injure it: In ike manner as the Di- 
ameter in Shot increaſes, the Holes which are made in the 
Sides will be increaſed alſo; thus two Men may be killed by 
the biggeſt Ball, and not touched by the leſſer; two Ropes 
cut by the biggeſt, and not touched by the leſſer; and Maſts 


, and Yards carried away by the increaſed; Diameter of the 
4 heavy Ball, which will be untouched or leſs affected by the 
n lighter ; beſides this, Holes between Wind and Water, which 
. are made by heavy Balls, being proportioned to the Diame- 
a ter alſo, the Danger of ſinking is increaſed, as the Water 
e which flows through. the great Aperture is more than that 
3 through the leſſer ; every Bxoadfide: then fired from the Fo- 
70 dropant, carries a Probability of doing more Miſchief than 
y that from the Ramillies, as the Diameters of all the Balls ta- 
| ken together, fired from the French Ship, exceeds that of 
h the Engliſh; and for this Reaſon it is in a great Meaſure, that 
W the Maſts, Yards, and Rigging, are more damaged on board 
J Engliſh Ships in Batiſꝑ than on board Freveh 
by HENCE in every View, except Number of Cannon, which 
1 are only (ix ſmall Gyns of ſix Pounds, the Hudrœant is ſu- 
al perior to the Ramillies, almoſt as threę to two; in this Man- 
i- ner of computing the Superiority, which appears to me to be 
_ juſt, if for three to two in Force, we put three to two in 
4 Ships, which amounts to the fame Thing, on which Side 
4 ought 2 prudent Man to expect the Vioxx. 
be I Dq. not by this Manner of computing each Force, ba 
2 poſe to reduce the different Degrees in Strength of each hip 
. to a Mathematical and demonſtrative Exactneſs, but only to 
he ſhow nearly, how much the Superiority of the French 8 » 
_=_ was greater than that of the Engl; 3 as to the Size of thi 
= Ships, the Foudroyant is the largeſt. © 


a thirty-two Pound Ball to be ten Inches in Diameter, ſuch 


It may be objected, probably, that the Charge and 
Diſcharge of a Gannon, . inftead of taking up one Mi-, 
| . *, nute 
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nute, may take up ſive or perhaps ten, and each Man at the 


| ſmall Arms employ a like Time to charge and fire his Fu- V 
ſee; even this will create no Difference, the ſame Time be- $I 
: ing allowed alike to each Ship, the Superiority of Powers uf 
4 on board the Foudroyant to thoſe on board the Ramillies will Fr 
1 be ſtill preſerved the ſame ; and the ſole Alteration ariſing 
| from this is, that by leſs firings, the Superiority is not ſo of- Id 
| ten exerted, and the Proportion of fur to three ſtill re- - 
bs main. Þ | | * 
: _ In this Manner of comparing the different Strengths of zel 
|; the two Fleets, I have pitched upon the two Ships which in! 
# were the neareſt a Match for each other, and here the Odds | 
j were as four to three, Between the Couronne and Culladen Fl. 
k it is ſtill greater, and when you deſcend lower, and com- mz 
| pare the ſeventy-four and ſixty-four Gun French Ships, ane 
1 againſt the ſixty- eight, ſixty-ſix, ſxxty-four, and ſixty Gun tru 
j Ships of England, it is three to two ; ſo that the Proportion . 
1 of four to three, is a very inferior Allowance for the Supe- Git 
| riority of the French Fleet over the Enghſb as they met in the Vo 
; Mediterranean. | Ad 
; HENCE it ere appears, that if this third Part of Su- ber 
f periority was taken from the twelve French Ships, leaving fro 
1 each an equal to the Engliſh, there would remain a ſufficient ca, 
il Force to equip four Ships more, then the Number would ſpo 
be ſixteen French Ships to twelve Engliſh, a Superiority not end 
I to be attacked by a prudent Man, ſcarce at any Time, an hay 
i in this particularly wrong, as we ſhall ſhow in the following heu 
y Pages. r {3 Ip 
| Tae inexpreſſible Ignorance of thoſe who appointed and ay 
| prepared this Fleet for this Expedition, if the ſuccourin of 
4 Minorca was the Deſign of it, muſt appear abſurd beyon dia 
all Expreſſion, not to give it a worſe Appellation. | WM |: 
l Havi NG in this Manner endeavoured to aſcertain the Su- 1 i 
periority of the French to the Engliſh Squadron, let me now 2 
i aſſign the Reaſons for the French Cannon being ſo much hea- Op! 
. vier than the Engliſh. Firſt, the Pounds of France being ſerv 
i heavier than thoſe of England, a Shot which they call a thirty- tille 
l fix Pounder, is almoſt equal to a forty- two Pound Shot Eng- | boy 
l 4% and in the above Liſts, the Weights are reduced to the lief, 
; Englib Standard; another Reaſon was, that to increaſe the 8.45 
| Force on board each Ship at Toulon, Cannon were put much Sy 
heavier than uſual on board Ships of ſuch Rates, to make Ger 
them as much ſuperior as poſſible to the Engl in the Day of 2 
Battle, apprehending no Danger from this increaſed Weights . 


| E 
as the Navigation was ſhort, in Summer Seas, and ſmooth 
Water. And that it may not appear extraordinary, that 
Ships ſhould carry Cannon of twenty-four Pounds on the 
upper Deck ; the Invincible in our Service, taken from the 
French, carries ſuch Guns at preſent. | 
Tas Lifts of each Fleet have been inſerted, to give a juſt 
Idea of the Strength of them, and to place the whole in a 
clearer View, (which may be ſaid in the following Sheets) 
where we ſhall mention that given to the Public in the Ga- 
zette, with Mr Byng's Letter, to ſhow how fallaciouſly it was 
inſerted to inſinuate its coming from his Hands. : 
Havins tranſcribed the Letter, given the Liſts of the 
Fleet, and their different Force, let me now enquire what 
may be the Nature of the Paragraphs omitted in the Caxette, 
and from thence attemp, if it is not poſlible, ro deduce the 
true Reaſons for the Omiſſions of them, | 
Tas firſt Article omitted, refers to a Letter ſent from 
Cibraltar by the Admiral, on his Arrival at that Place in his 
Voyage to Minorca, and addreſſed to the Secretary of the 
Admiralty. This Letter contains an Account of the Num- 
ber of the French Fleet which eſcorted the Embarkation 
from Toulon; the landing of fifteen thouſand Men at Minor- 
ca, from about a hundred and ſixty or two hundred Tran- 
ſports, a Cancern for the Admiral's not being ſent Time 
enough to prevent this Deſcent, which he imagines he could 
have effected, had he been ſent ſooner ; Reaſons for the Dif- 
ficulty of relieving the Place unleſs a ſufficient Number of 
Soldiers could be ſent to diſlodge the French, conſidering the 
immenſe Quantity of Stores, Ammunition, and Proviſions 
of all Kinds which they brought with them, adding, imme- 
diately, ** I am determined to fail up to Minorca with the 
6 Squadron, where I ſhall be a better Judge of the Situa- 
ce tion of Affairs there, and will give General Blakenty all 
6 the Aſſiſtance he ſhall require.” He then expreſſes his 
Opinion, that of the Chief Engineers at Gibraltar, who had 
ſerved at St. Philips, and of the other Officers of the Ar. 
tillery, who were acquainted with the Situation of the Har- 
bour, of what might he the Succeſs of his going to its Re- 
lief, and his and their Reaſons for thoſe Opinions. He then 
mentions an encloſed Liſt of the Strength of the French 
Ships at Toulon, and a Copy of a Letter of Intelligence to 
General Blakeney, giving an Account of the Equipment upon 
that Occaſion; and thence infers an Apprehenſion of the 
Fronch attacking Gibraltar; adding, that if A{ahon could 
not 
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not be relieved, that he ſhould look upon ſecuring Gibraltar | 


as his next Object. | | 
Hz then goes on to expreſs his great Concern, in finding 
at Gibraltar few or no Stores in- the Magazines to ſupply the 
Squadron; and that the careening Wharf, Store-houſes, Pits, 
Sc. were entirely decayed ; with the great Difficulty of gets 
ting them repaired, as no Artificers were at that Place, and 
no Carpenters could be ſpared from the Fleet which was 
proceeding to Minorca ; he then mentions his having appoint- 
ed a proper Perſon to tranſact every Thing towards prepare» 
ing what was neceſſary, with all poſſible Speed, adding 
ſomething relating to the Council of War held by General 
Fowte, and the Reſult of it. * : 
FH 1s Letter was never given to the Public, for Reaſons 
too evident to be named; yet this is the Letter from which 
thoſe wiſe Heads inferred that the Admiral would not Fight; 


which in the Opinion of every honeſt Man will convey Ideas 


very different from founding the Preſumption of branding 
him with Cowardice ; and which, though without Deſign, 


affords very juſt Reaſons to blame the Conduct of the great 


Head of the A——y. 
Is not then the omitting the firſt Article of the Letter in 
the Gazette, deſigned to prevent all Knowledge or Enquiry 
about the different Force of the two Fleets, to keep your 
Belief of Superiority on the Engl; Side, and delude you to 
conclude from the Equality of the Number, that Mr. By 
was extremely delinquent in not vanquiſhing the French Squa- 
dron. | 
Tux next Article ſeems omitted with intent to ſuggeſt, 
that the Admiral's Squadron was never in Sight of Port-Ma- 
Bon, and that he avoided meeting the French Fleet, or pro- 
ceeding directly to Mr. Blakeney's Aſſiſtance ; whereas by the 
Objects which he ſaw, and indeed it will be proved by un- 
deniable Evidence, that after getting round the ſmall Hand, 
called the Laire of Mahon, at Ten in the Morning he was 
within a League of the Port; but on ſeeing the Enemy's 
Fleet, he thought it more immediarely his Duty to bear away 
at Eleven, to meet them. This obliged him to recall, with 


. Reaſon, the three Frigates which he had ſent a-head of the 


Fleet to reconnoitre the Harbour's Mouth, to land a Letter 
for the Commander of the Garrifon, to acquaint him the 
Fleet was arrived to his Aſſiſtance, and to know in what Man- 
ner it could be of the moſt effectual Service. 'S 

TEIs Behaviour will now, I imagine, appear to be ſug- 
geſted by the utmoſt Prudence, all that could have been at- 
30072 ' tempted 
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tempted in the Space of an Hour, and the moſt advanta- 
geous Step which could have been taken on that Occaſion : 
It proves that the Admiral depended not on tht hear-fay 
Evidence which he had received, even from the beſt Au- 
thorities at Gzbraltar, nor on the united Opinion of every 
Officer at that Place: But rhat he was determined to be 
certified of the true State of the Harbour and Citadel from 
General Blakeney h'mſelf, as he knew that Captain Scrope, 
who, together with all the Soldiers and Marines of Mr. 
Edgecomb's Ships, and one hundred Seamen, had been left 
to reinforce the Garriſon, would come off in his Barge, and 
bring him a juſt Relation of every Circumſtance neceſſary to 


be known; and though he adds the Opinion of all the 


Sea and Land Officers, ““ that they could render no Ser- 
« vice to the Garriſon, as no Place was covered for the 
landing of any Men, could they have fpared any.” In this 


he only gave his Opinion, agreeable to that of all the other 


Officers. This Opinion had no Influence on his Conduct, 
and was only meant to ſignify what might have been the 


Event, ſuppoſing the French Fleet had not appeared at that 


Time. 

So far then neither Knowledge of his Profeſſion, Pru- 
dence in conducting the Expedition, or Duty to his King 
and Country, appear to be deficient in him. | 

His Letter to Mr. Þlakeney, ſent by Mr. Hervey, though 
never delivered, -for Reaſons immediately to follow, will 
evince this Truth, and the Public may be ſatisfied by ſeeing 
it if they pleaſe. | 


Tux firſt Care of the Admiral, after coming in Sight of 


the Port, was'to know the true State of the Harbour and 
Garriſon, to encourage the General and the Soldiers, by 
acquainting him that he was arrived to his Succour, and de- 


firing to know how it might moſt effectually be put in Ex- 


ecution. 

ARE not now the Reaſons which induced the publiſhing 
this Letter, mangled-in that Manner, ſufficiently convinc- 
ing? Was it not from a Perſwaſion, that thoſe Paſſages 
would convey to your Underſtandings the moſt undeniable 
Proofs of Knowledge, Prudence, Conduct, and Duty, in 
the Commander of the Fleet, the Man whom they ſeem 
tao determined to deſtroy? Did not they know that thoſe Words 
would create a Suſpicion, that an Admiral, ſo provident in 
every other Reſpect, could not be guilty of what they chuſe 
to lay to his Charge? And the laſt Words, Could we have 
ſpared any People; Do not theſe plainly pronounce Negligence, 

_ Jenorance, 
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[22] 
Tenordance, Inability, or ſomething worſe, in Meri whoſe Duty 
it is to preſide and direct in the equipping a Fleet? Does it 


not naturally create this Queſtion, Why a Fleet ſent to re- 
heve St. Philip's, and aſſiſt the Garriſon againſt a Siege from 
a very powerful Enemy, was unſupplyed with Troops for 
that Purpoſe? This would _ have condemned 
the Equippers of the Fleet, and exculpated the Admiral, 
This was a too dangerous Hint to be truſted with the Pub- 
lic; they felt in their own Hearts that this Neglect or De- 
ſign could not be imputed to him as a Crime; he neither fit- 
ed out the Fleet or planned the Expedition ; they alſo knew 
that it muſt fall on them in your Opinion, and therefore it 
was neceſſary to be concealed from your View. a 

Lr theſe Men, whoſe Duty it was to prepare this Fleet, 
and plan the Expedition, anſwer me, when I aſk them in 


-the Name of you, the People of England, who have a juſt 


Right to know by what Means and from what Manner of 
Reaſoning it came to paſs, that a Fleet ſo unequal to the 
Enemy's as this has been proved to have been, and without 
Troops, was ſent to relieve St. Philip's? Nay, even ſup- 
poſing a Falſhood, that the Force of the Two Fleets had 
been equal, and even that the Erglih had carried Troops 


with that Intent, Why was the Succeſs, of ſuch Conſe» 


quence to the Nation, left to the precarious Event of an 
Equality in Strength, which might have been eaſily prevented 
by ſending more Ships, uſeleſly riding at Spithead? No 
Man, however prejudiced, will preſume to utter, that either 
of theſe Neglects or Overſights, to ſay no worſe, are to be 
imputed as Crimes to Admiral Byng. Nay, permit me to 
aſſert, if the Admiral had hot been induced to believe that 


the French Fleet could conſiſt only of Seven Ships, and this 


from Men who ought to have known the contrary, he 
never would have undertaken the command without a pro- 
per Force; his prificipal Fault was Believing them to ſpeak 
Truth, and his Force of Courſe ſufficient, 

Ax p though it has been aſſiduouſly reported by the Male- 
volence of evil-minded Men, that he requeſted the Com- 
manded, they will not openly aſſert, he ſought it any other- 
wiſe, than by the general Offer of his Service to his King 
and Country, which becomes the Duty of every Man of 
his Rank and Station in Times of War. 

THrvs then all Things appear to be well conducted to 
the Time of the French Fleet's appearing in View ; when 
on ſeeing the Enemy, Conſiderations of another Nature took 
Place, and it became neceſſary to defer the Execution of 
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all Reſolutions which he had taken ſince he ſaw Maben, and 
to recal the Men of War which he had diſpatched to re- 
connoitre, the Harbqur, and procure Intelligence from Ge- 
neral Blalincy. It was now: to. no Purpoſe to know: the 
State of the Citadel and Harbour before he had engaged the 
French Fleet; he had no Soldiers to land but ar made 
Part of the Complements of his Ships, and ſerved as Ma- 
rines ; and if he had been provided with them, it would 
have been abſolutely imprudeat to have landed them. before 
the Engagement with his Enemy, and thereby render that 
Force leſs, which was already too little for the Intent it 
ought to have been ſent upon. Landing the Troops would 
have rendered the Fleet unfit for Action, and obliged it to 
fice before the Enemy. Had the Admiral behaved in that 
Manner, ſuch a prepoſterous Act could not have failed ren- 
dering him juſtly delinquent, arid unequal to the Command 
he preſided in. | 

He knew that if Succeſs was the Conſequence of engag- 


ing the French, that he ſhould have it more in his Power to 
re 


eve the Citadel, as far as landing the Troops, which 
ſerved as Marines, could effect it. But he ſuſpected alſo, 
and with Reaſon, that he might probably be rendered un- 
able to keep the Seas, though he obtained the Victory, and 
therefore prevented from effectually ſuccouring the Citadel. 

So far all appears to have been conducted with the greateſt 
Knowledge and Prudence, and the moſt partial Advocate 
for his Opponents can draw no reaſonable Objections to 
his Proceedings. 17 8 | 5 Eo 

THis Paſſage of his Letter, omitted in the Gazette, 
cannot well proceed from Clemency to the Admiral, nor 
from Tenderneſs of not irritating the Multitude more vehe- 


mently, by giving them all the Letter, as it hath been re- 


ported with ſuch Diligence. 


3 


I PRESUME it will rather appear this Tendemeſe began 


from other Motives, and nearer Home; ſince it ſeems too 


evidently to prove, that thoſe who planned the Expedition, 
prepared and appointed the Fleet, were beyond all Meaſure 
either ignorant or twice. 
Tnxkix Preciſeneſs in omitting an individual Word is no 
ſmall Argument of their Attention and Care 3; the miſerable 
Epithet wnforttenately, in n the Loſs of the Latrepid d 
Fore-Top-Maſt, was omitted, leſt ſuch a palliating Ex- 
preſſion, imputing it to Chance, might alleviate the Odium, 
which ſeems by all poſſible. Means deſigned to: bei thrown 
On the Admiral, T7 oo ne $i514354 21A 3111 . d 211 
79 E 2291 2 14 ne ! THE 
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Tux next Omiſſion is yet'4 greater Manifeſtation of the 
true Deſign of thoſe Gentlemen, who like Deer, beat hin 
from the Herd which the'H6unds'begin to purſue. For ef. 
ter having caſtrated all that could prove his Prudence, and 
vindicate his Conduct before the Engagement, they now 
conceal what can' moſt effeQually juſtify his not engaging a 
ſecond Time, and not attempting to land a Reinforcement 
after the Battle. ſi * 1 et 999 a , | ens q 
WIT I this View, was not all that Part omitted, which 
mentions the Ships that were , wounded in their Maſts, and 
endangered of not being ſecured at Sea, the great Sicklineſs 
of the Squadron, the Numbers killed and wounded, no 
Hoſpital- Ships ſent out to receive theſe unhappy brave Men, 
that a Forty Gun Ship converted to that Purpoſe would be 
unequal to the receiving one third of the Number, and 
which could not be well done at Sea; Circumſtances which 
entirely change the Face and Reaſon of Things, and throw 
the Blame which they intend for the Admiral on the Plan- 
ners of the Expedition and Appointers of the Fleet. 
Nou let the moſt ſtrenuous Advocate for the Ad—— ty, 
the moſt prejudiced Purſuer of Mr. Byng, tell you why this 
Paragraph was omitted, without confeſſing that this Omiſ- 
ſion could not be made in his Favour. Will he ſay that 
Tenderneſs and Humanity diſtinguiſh this Action? Or will 
he not rather declare that the contrary is manifeſted be- 
% AA 00 f 
II is evident from the Dates of the Time of Engagement, 
and of that of writing the Letter, that Four Days had paſ- 
ſed in refitting the diſabled Ships, and yet that the Maſts of 
Three of them could not be ſecured fit for a ſecond En- 
1 ; that if this could have been obtained, that the 
ips Crews were too ſickly to undertake the Fatigue of a 
ſecond Combat, with not a Ship to put the ſick and wounded 
on board during an Action, which being left on board, muſt 
have diſheattened and interrupted thoſe who were able to 
, 047 255 97977 
Tue Neglect of not providing Hoſpital Ships, as well as 
Fireſhips, Store-Ships, and Tenders, could not proceed from 
any Fault, Inability, or Inattention in the Admiral. And 
if he Contempt of Money in the Perſon who muſt be 
imagined to have appointed this Fleet, was not fo diſtinguiſhed 
and did not fotbid entertaining ſuch a Thought, would you 
not be inclined to think that ſome ſiniſter Intent had deter- 
mined him to: prevent Succeſs in this Undertaking ? Or that 
he deſigned the Fleet ſhould come too late to fave Minorca 
and not engage; and therefors."the Idea of providing * 
| pital- 
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els never omitted till now on ſuch Expeditions, never en- 
tered into his Imagination ; for though L. ach willing to ing 
dulge this great Man, to prevent all Imputation of greater 
Crizics, with being the molt ſendrant 6F all Meh who have 
ever ſat at that Board vet 1 am afraid the, Indulgen ce f 


from the Taxation of ſomething more e though not 
more fatal to your, your Sovereign's ard the Nation's 


o 
B rox what Tribunal ee Hy be juſtly con- 
demned, for not ſeeking the Enemy in this diftbled Condiz 
tion; not before that of the People of England, wha, 
Lovers of ſtrift-Juſtice in all Things never decide contrary, 
to her Dictates, when, the whole of any Affair is imparti- 
ally laid before them, nothing concealed, nor any Thing 
added, to diſguiſe the Truth, n. 

Lr me alk his Accuſers, To what Burr >ſe. would this 

d, 
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the moſt conſummate Jehorance, will ſcarce. preſerve him 


? 


ſecond Engagement have been attempted, with a Fleet, ori- 
ginally ſo greatly inferior to the French, and now. rendered 
much.more ſo by the Damages received in the late Battle? 
A total Defeat in all Probability, is the Anſwer of Reaſon; 
and if Monſieur La Galifonniere, had fought its, Fed. pro- 
videntially he did ger, it, 13 a. reaſonable Preſumpti- 
on that the whole EnzlÞ.Squadron would have periſhed, 
or fallen a Prey to the French, ſince there was no Port to 
ſhelter them. Whereas had Mr. Byng been in the Aediter- 
ranean before the Arrival of the fowl at Minorca, a Defeat 
on his Side even might ien the 1ſſand ; he could have 


then ſaved his ſhattered Remains in Jfabon, and though 
conquered , at Sea, by Means of the Sailors. and Soldiers 
have preſerved St. Philip's; and probably the Iſland.” Thus 
a Defeat of our Fleet, had it been timely ſent out woul, 
hare Bp more Service than a Victory after St. Philip's was 
tive) „e, I NS 
Tnosx who reaſon otherwiſe than in this Manner, exclude 
human Prudence from amongſt the Qualifications of a com- 
manding Officer, a Talent of much more Uſe in the Day of 
Battle than tilting againſt Stone Walls, or engaging Yard- 


Arm and Yard-Arm iſt a ſuperior Force; and indeed 
am more afraid that Mr. Byng, after every Thing has been 


fairly urged in his Vindication, and maturely conſidered, 
will be found rather culpable in ſeeking the Enemy at fult, 
than not ſeeking them after the Engagement. „ 
II has been the ſettled Rule of all great Generals, and 
of thoſe who have written deſt on th 
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nite, and the Matiier 1 GeneraPs conducting Wen, as 


may be ſeep. in the moſt ; antient Authors, and thoſe of more 
Ha Date, 5 ticularly the Marquis De Feuguiere, and 
Marq 5 Santa Gras, hol. ords I ſhall « quote, to 
5 alder“ what e an reſult from the AQion before 
e e be-refolyed upon. 
48 then let me quote the Spaniard on this Subject, 
which permit me to tranſlate. 
„ Tf nothing is more uncertain than the Succeſs of 2 
ee ne as I have, Juſt. eſtabliſhed it to be, this Conſe- 
ence is fairly drawn Ea it, That no Commander 
„ but wht there is 


X 


1 I Hav 3 ſaid in my 7 5 on 1 Subject of | 


Battles, that a General never ought to attack an Enemy, 
4 or to ſubject himſelf to receive one from them, but 
de when there is a greater Advantage to be drawn to his 


ec Prince by: a Victory, than Diſadvantage to be feared from 


«cz Defeat. 
Acre pg to theſp Maxims 6 che moſt approved 
Writers on Military Affairs, Mr. Byng ſeems not a little cul- 
Rune in firſt ſeeking the French, How ſtifiable only ĩ in de- 
lining the ſecond nga ement; that The Circumſtances in 
Which he was placed before the Battle, correſpond exactly 
with the Directions and Maximg juſt laid down, is utterly 
undeniable ; Firſt, becauſe it was romantic to expect that 
he could. defeat” the French Fle et againſt ſuch Superi- 
ority as has been already proyed, it hat over him ; Next, 
5 — much to a appr reheat from-a Defeat, and nothing 
xpe& from à V ory, St. Philip's being already in- 


veſted. and irretrievably gone, with eſpe& to what Mr. 


By could 25 aſliſted in the Defence of i it, when ſo great 
2 Num ber of French Troops, with Artillery, Ammunition, 

Proviſions, and every Thing neceſſary were landed. 
Wren "then, from the Inferiority of the Engliſh, nothing 
15 be reaſonably expected but Mis fortune and Diſgrace ; 
if by the greateſt Efforts of good Fortune, Victory ſhould 
declare for — Fleet, chat no Advantage could be drawn 
from it; when the Riſque of loſing the whole Fleet Was 
the Reſult of an unanimous Council of War; and the Na- 
tion, conſidering the real State of the Englif and French 
Navkes, fo lutle able to ſuſtain a Loſs of that * alen 
ibrallar 
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Gibraltar would have been left defenceleſs, and fallen of 
Courſe to the Enemy. Could the ſeeking the French Ad- 
miral, by a Commander who forelaiy theſe probable Con- 
ſequences, with not only an inferior, but a ſhattered Fleet, 
and no other Ships in the Mediterrangan to reinforce him, 
have been juſtified in the judgment of Men who have 
ſtudied the Nature of Military Atchievements, or according 


to the Rules and Obſervations of antient and modern 


Writers on this Head? | Bs 

Tux utmoſt Advantage could have been but a Prolonga- 
nion of the Siege, without the leaſt Probability of raiſing 
it; becauſe the Fleet unable ta keep the Seas muſt have 
retreated to Gibraltar, the Port of Mahon being till com- 
manded by the Enemies Batteries; from this View of 
Things it ſeems apparent, that the only wrong Step was 


leaving Gibraltar to give Battle to the French, and his Retreat 


to that Place the diſcreeteſt A& of Prudence and of a Ge- 
neral, and in this Opinion the whole Council of War was 
unanimous : They 'did not imagine that a Commander in 
Chief with an inadequate Force was to engage at all Ad- 
ventures, like Moor of Moor- Hall, who, with nothing at 
all, flew the Dragon of Wantley; indeed the Admiral was 
not a little ſurprized when he arrived at G:braltar in going 
up to. Minorca, and knew the Force of the Enemy, that 
Diſpatches had not come over-land to ſtop him till he re- 
ceived farther Reinforcement; Men of Senſe and Prudence, 
who intended the Nation's Honour and Advantage, could 
not have omitted fo neceſſary a Step; for though it is bare- 
ly poſſible that they knew not the Strength of the French 
Fleet before it left Toulon, and the Admiral left England; 
they knew it well before he arrived at Gibraltar, and had 
ſufficient Time to have acquainted him of it, to ſtop his 
Proceeding to Minorca, to have reinforced the Fleet, and 
to have defeated the French before the Place was taken; 
this he thought neceſſary, and though his Orders would not 
permit him to tarry at Gibraltar, he could not avoid re- 
queſting a Reinforcement with all Speed to protect that 
Place, as he foreſaw, that upon any Misfortune of great 
Conſequence to the Fleet which he commanded, this For- 
treſs would be open to hourly Invalions. | 


Ha p the Prudence of thoſe who deftine and prepare Fleets 


deen equal to that of this Commander whom they ſeek to 


condemn, Minorca had been ſafe, the Honour of the Crown, 
and the' Commerce of the Nation preſerved, and this Gentle- 
man the Darling, whom they with to-be the Deteſtation of 
the People, | LET 
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. LzT thoſe who omitted this Precaution anſwer you, why 
It was thus ignorantly or iniquitouſly omitted? can that be 
the Fault of Mr. Byng; and when he expreſſes his Appre . 
henſions of being inferior to the Fleet under La Calliſſonniere, 
from the Intelligence he had received, what does it ariſe 
from, but a thorough Acquaintance with the Nature of his 
Profeſſion, rendering Juſtice to the Arms of one Nation as 
well as another, from a conſcious Deficiency in many Par- 
ticulars, as well as in that of Weight of Metal, Number of 
Cannon and of Men, from a Suſpicion perhaps of deluſive 
Proceedings in thoſe who had ſeduced him to command ſq 


inferior a Fleet, by poſitively aſſerting, that the French could. 


not conſiſt of more than Seven Ships, and would probably be 
but Five, as well as from ſome beginning Convictions, that 
it was not impoſlible, but that he, his brave Companions, 
the Honour and Intereſt of the King and Country, might be 
doomed a Sacrifice to fate the Appetite of ſome ſiniſter rule» 
ing Paſſion. of alerts r l 
To me it appears inexplicable, as I doubt not it will to 
von, whence it can ariſe that a good Retreat of an inferior 
Force from before a ſuperior at Land, ſhould be conſidered 
as one of the moſt diſtinguiſhing, difficult, and meritorious 
Exploits of a General; and yet, that a Retreat equally. well 
conducted at Sea under the ſame Circumſtances, ſhould be 
deemed a diſgraceful Action and worthy Puniſhment, more 
eſpecially as the whole Council of War, Land and Sea Offi; 
cers, who muſt from their Situation and Profeſſions, natural - 
ly be the propereſt Judges of what was beſt to be done on 


fuch Occaſions, were unanimous, and thought Gibraltar in 


Danger, | end d 4s k 33/8 44 $04 Ib > 
An Commanders then at all Events to ſhow no other To- 
ken of Generalſhip, but what is to be learned from Brutes? 
An Exceſs of Courage only? And are all who uſe the ſupe- 
rior Attributes of the human Underſtanding, to be conſider- 
ed as Delinquents in their Duty to their King and Country: 
What Commander of common Senſe will ſerve his Country 
under ſuch Aicouraging Conditions; where, unlels.. 
Aights againſt all Kinds of Diſadvantage, he is to be ſtigma- 
tized with the eternal Infamy of Cowardice ; and if he does 
engage his Enemy, and does not ſucceed againſt this great 
Superiority of Force, he is to be deemed à Coward. allo, 
and given up to the Rage of the Multitude; his Letters 
publiſhed, and deprived of all that can vindicate him, wi 
Additions intended to depreciate his prudent Endeavours, &l- 


pecially when it is known, that all private Letters which can 
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juſtify the Admiral have been ſuppreſſed, or made to ſpeak 
a different Senſe, by interlining, before they were produced; 
and all thoſe which revile and rail at his Behaviour, how- 
ever abſurd, have been given to the Public. | 

Can the Deſign of omitting the Paragraph which I have 
been juſt examining, take its Origin from Tenderneſs in ex- 
poſing the Admiral to the People's Contempt; whoever can 
give Credit to ſuch Aſſertiuns, can never be deemed an In- 
fidel. | 

Dots not this Behaviour proceed from a very contrary 


Motive; what is it but depriving him of his juſt Defence, 


and giving him to an enraged People, by injurious Miſrepre- 
ſentations, Falſhoods, and Concealments; is it not like 
lopping off a Man's Hands, and then bidding him to defend 
bimſelf againſt his Adverſary ? Is it not like cutting out a 
Man's Tongue, and then ordering him to plead in his own 
Defence? Is it not even inhuman? And ſince, to ſink the 
Truth, or to add a Falſhood, are equally conſidered as Per- 
jury in the Law; why ſhould it be conceived otherwiſe in 
this Inſtance, and in thoſe Men, if this ſhall be proved to 
be the real State of the Caſe, eſpecially as the Event may 
prove equally fatal to the Perſon againſt whom theſe Things 
may be attempted. - | | 
Tux next Omiſſion begins with the Words, of Minorca 
and Gibraltar, which you will obſerve immediately follow 
the Word Situation; this Omiſſion determines" the Reader to 
fix the Situation of the Fleet, as the Object on which the 
Admiral had gathered the Opinions of all the Officers ; 
which real Condition of the Ships being concealed allo, this 
Conſideration of its Situation, made the Sentence ridiculous, 
as it too evidently ſeems deſigned it ſhould be: Whereas 
the Situations of Minorca and Gibraltar became reaſonable 
Objects of their Conſideration ; it appeared impracticable 
to relieve Mahon, and probable that Gibraltar would be at- 
tacked, and therefore the Determination of proceeding thi- 
ther, was become the moſt prudent Deciſion which could 
have been made, the moſt likely to conduce to the Nation's 
Service, and a juſt Reſolution of the Council of War. 
As to the Victory, it ſignifies not much who claims it, 
but it was a Matter of Conſequence to conſider, that tho? 
two. Fleets may be of equal Number, they may yet be of 
unequal Force, as we have already proved it happened in 
this Inſtance : and a ſickly Squadron, without Means of 
providing for the diſeaſed and wounded, or recruiting their 
Seamen and Soldiers, of which more than a Thouſand ow 
Which 
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which at their return to Gibraltar, were ſent to the Hoſpital, 
was a Conſideration that ought greatly to influence at that 
Moment, eſpecially when it was evident beyond all Contra- 
dition, that the Enemy poſſeſſed every Advantage which 
the Engliſß Admiral was in want of, having a Power of pro- 
curing Recruits of Seamen from the Two Hundred Tranſ- 
ports, and Soldiers from the Camp of the Beſiegers, and 
which every prudent Commander muſt have done, and was 
therefore highly reaſonable to be concluded, would be done, 
by the Admiral, Council of War, and by all who underſtand 
the Profeſſion of Arms. W 
- -DuRIXG the four Days which Mr. Byng's Fleet was ob- 
liged to lye to to refit, La Calliſſinnier“s Fleet was ſeveral 
Times ſeen from their Maſt-head, as undoubtedly was that 
of Mr. Byng by the French Admiral, a Circumſtance as well 
worth omitting, perhaps, as any of the whole, becauſe it is 
a dangerous Thing to permit a Queſtion, ſo liable to Con- 
ſtruction againſt any Mens Advantage, to come before the 
People of England, who, in ſearch of Truth, might not un- 
likely demand, why La Galliffonniere with ſuch apparent Su- 
periority did not attack the Engl/b Fleet once more, and 
then perhaps a ſatis factory Anſwer might have been difficult- 
ly returned by thoſe who chuſe to conceal that Circumſtance : 
indeed this ſingle Circumſtance, in all Men who may be 
unacquainted with the upright Intentions of thoſe who 
planned the Expedition, may probably create a Suſpicion, 
that the French Admiral could not have conducted Matters 
in this abſurd Manner from Ignorance alone nor the Plan. 
ners of the Expedition have prepared a Fleet fo unequal to 
what it ought to have been from that Cauſe : in what Man- 
ner, on the Principles of Reaſon and Knowledge in his 
Profeſſion, which he is allowed to poſſeſs, can it be ac- 
counted for, that La ay Apa deſiſted from purſuing an 
Advantage which he had ſo apparently obtained, by diſable- 
Ing five Ships of our Fleet, three of which could not be 
got fit for Service again without going into ſome Port. 

The next Day, and the three following, though he ſaw 

our Fleet, and might know its Condition by a Cruiſer 


ſent for that Purpoſe, and probably did know it ? why was 


the French Admiral ſo deficient in Duty to his King and 
Country, not to attempt deſtroying the Engliſß Fleet, by 
tenewing the Combat on ſuch advantageous Terms, and 


complete the Victory which he had partly atchieved ; was 


La Calliſſinniere a Coward too? 
| Maur 
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Many are the Suggeſtions which are and may be formed on 


this Occaſion ; I inſinuate none, but leave all Men to decide, 


for what Reaſon the French Admiral could be ſo complaiſant 
to the Engliſh, unleſs it was by Way of Return to thoſe of 
the Ad y, who ſent out a Fleet ſo unable to diſturb him 


in covering the Siege of St. Philip's. One Thing I will aſſert, 


and produce my Reaſons for ſaying it if required, that Admi- 


ral Byng was intirely ignorant of any Conſideration which 
could have created this mutual Politeneſs, in the Engliſb Plan- 
ners of the Expedition, of not diſturbing the Siege of St. 


Philip's; and of not deſtroying the Engliſh Squadron in thoſe 
of the French. T- gl of 2 
Tulxcs and Appearances being in this Situation, what 


could the moſt prudent and moſt courageous Man have done 


more than he performed? he relied on no Man's Word; 


Mr. Byng proceeded immediately from Gibraltar to diſcover 
the Truth of Things; and having ſuffered from La Gali ſſon- 


niere s Squadron was diſabled from putting in Execution 
wo he had intended before the Enemy's Fleet appeared in 
leW. | - 

AFTER this laſt Omiſſion, a few Words of the Letter be- 
ing left to remain, the Admiral proceeds with exprefling his 
Hopes that he ſhould find Stores to refit the Fleet at Gibralter, 
and a Reſolution of not loſing a Minute in ſeeking the Enamy 


again, i he had any Reinforcement, and once more piving 


them Battle. | 

Yov will eaſily diſcern the Reafon of Expreſſing himſelf by 
Hopes of finding Stores, if you recall, that in going up to 
Minorca, in his Letter from Gibraltar, he tells the Secretary 
of the Ad—y, that there were neither Stores nor Places in re- 
pair for refitting the Fleet. This Word was only used as a 
gentle Rebuke for this Neglect, and the moſt polite Hint, 
that if he ſhould tarry at Gibraltar longer than you, the 


People of England, unacquainted with the Cauſe, ſhould 


think requiſite, that ſome palliating Report for this Delay 
might be ſpread, to prevent Murmurs apainft him, who was 
only delinquent in Appearance, owing to the Neglect of thoſe 
whoſe Duty it is to provide Stores, and to Keep careening 
Wharfs, Store-Houſes, and Pits, in due repair. How un- 
deſervedly then was he calumniated? How induſtriouſly was 


the Slander of Delay ſpread by thoſe Men who were only cul» 


pable in this Part, from an Expreffion in his ſecond Letter 
from Gibraltar, publiſhed in the Gazette, ** That watering 
* was tedious at that Place,” omitting in this alſo the moſt 
favourable Cireumſtances, as they did in the former, 4 
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Ar the ſame Time, his Reſolution of returning to give 
the Enewy Battle, could be no Argument of his Timidity; 
and when he adds, that the French had a great Advantage in 
being clean Ships, and going three Feet to one with his; 
What was there in this Lxpreſſion, ſo much carped at and ridi- 
culed, but a Phraſe of all Seamen, who, to expreſs one 
Ship's ſailing much faſter than another, almoſt conſtantly uſe 
it? Was not the Reaſon for mentioning their failing faſter, 
then, prudent in all Reſpects? It was to guard againſt any 
unwarrantable Expectations, which Men, unacquainted with 
naval Affairs, might entertain from a Reinforcement ; be- 
cauſe, though one Fleet is vaſtly ſuperior to another, yet the 
inferior Fleet being better ſailers, may eaſily eſcape by 
running before the Wind, if the ſuperior Squadron has the 
Wind of them; and by turning to Windward, if they have 
the Wind of the ſuperior Force. And though the Admiral 
aſſigns no other Reaſon for this ſailing better than the Engliſb, 
but their being clean Ships, he might have juſtly added their 
being better Ships alſo ; which reflects not a little on the Su- 
perviſors of naval Affairs, who have been inattentive to Im- 
provements at home, and only {lowly copied the French in 
their Manner of building. 

BesiDEs this, Mr. Byng concluded, from the Behaviour 
of Monſieur La Gal: ;ſſanniere, that he would neglect no Way 
of conducting his Fleet with Judgment, and conſequently 
chuſe from this Advantage of better ſailing, in what Manner 


the Combat ſhould be carried on; and which, by preventing 


the coming to a cloſe Engagement, with a View of diſabling 
the Engliſh Ships, he had ra too ſucceſsfully put in 
Execution. 

Tus Part then became abſolutely neceſſary to be omitted, 
againſt a Man determined to be overwhelmed, becauſe it 
takes the Fault of tarrying at Gibraltar from him, and places 
it on their Neglect of that Place. It ſhews, by his Reſoluti- 
on of engaging again, that he could not be juſtly taxed with 


Cowardice; it proves his Knowledge of what is to be ex- 


pected from a ſuperior F leet, which is out-ſailed by an inferi- 
or; and his Politeneſs, in not mentioning with Acrimony the 
Neglect of ſending a Reinforcement ſooner, and of keeping 
Gibraltar in Repair : Examine one Minute in how different a 
Manner his and your Enemies have obſeryed a reciprocal Be- 
haviour towards him and you. 

As to the Three Feet to One, it meant no more than that 
the French ſailed faſter than the Engliſh; whieh, if they had 
ſailed only as Thirtcen to Twelve, would as effectually haye 
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anſwered all their Purpoſes, and all that the Admiral intended 
to be conveyed by the gef, ſailing faſter than his 
Fleet. 

WrarT Truth is there then in the prevailing Report given 
out by his Accuſers, that Tenderneſs for his Character, and 
not deſigning to aggravate his Faults, were the true Cauſe of 
- omitting theſe Paſſages in the Gazette. 

ARE not theſe Particulars ſo many Juſtifications of Mr. 
Byng's not renewing the Engagement againſt a Fleet, which 
had already diſabled him, and which had the Power of chuſing 
their Manner of fighting? Ought not theſe Conſiderations 
alone, without inferring the Conſequence of ill Succeſs, to 
have decermined him againſt engaging the Enemy ones more, 
and riſquing a total Defeat. 

TRE next Paragraph which is omitted, is the urging the 
A y to a ſpeedy Reinforcement, if none was already ſent, 
a Requeſt which he had before made; at the ſame Time ac- 
quainting them with the increaſing Strength of the Enemy at 
Toulon, by four large Ships; which Circumſtance, though 
it tends not to juſtify the Admiral's Behaviour, gives a favou- 
rable Idea of his Zeal for Succeſs, and a contemptible one of 
thoſe, who, preſiding at the Head of Affairs, had been total- 
ly ignorant of what was preparing at Toulon, and negligent 
at beſt of what happened to Minorca : unleſs you may poſſibly 
by this Time be apprehenſive, that ſome other Motives con- 
duced to this Behaviour in them. 

THz laſt Paragraph has but one Word omitted, which, 
inſtead of * making the beſt of my Way to Gibraltar,” is 1 
to cover Gibraltar ; a very material Alteration ; the goiag to 
cover a Place being very different from going to a Place, the 
one ſignifying an Act of Prudence, and of a Soldier; the 
other, in ſuch Inſtances, of Flight, and of a Fugitive. 
Was not this Monoſyllable premeditately left out, to prevent 
you from asking what Danger Gibraltar was in, and to what 
Part of the Letter this referred? Does it not ſeem to be the 
preſent Employment of the Gazette to miſrepreſent, and of 
the Writers or Directors of it, to keep the People of En- 
gland as ignorant as poſſible of the real Situation of any Place, 
which may be deſigned to be given up to your declared Ene- 
mies, by thoſe who are your concealed, if Men can be deno- 
minated concealed, who are thus open in purſuing a Nation's 
Ruin, 

Every Man amongſt you, who can diſtinguiſh Right 
from Wrong, will, I doubt not, behold this perfidious Action 
of omitting the Parts of a Letter, which can moſt effectually 
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plead the Juſtification: of the Writer, with all due Abhor- 
rence; notwithſtanding which criminal Proceeding, permit 
me to ſay, there remains ſomething which is yet a ſtronger 
Indication of more blameable Deſign in thoſe who have been 
guilty of the former Misbehaviour ; to omit with Deſign to 
injure, is ſurely a criminal Proceeding; and to add, with 
Deſign to create a farther Accuſation of Offence, muſt be 
yet a more heinous Crime in the Eyes of all Men of Pro- 
bity. [471 
I. Continuation of this Intent to accumulate the Guilt of 
Mr. Byng, is it not extremely probable, that the Liſts of the 
two Fleets were printed at the End of his Letter in the 
Gazette, taking perhaps the Hint of that Deſign, from Part 
of the Poſtſcript, in which he ſays, * I have juft ſent the 
«© Defects of the Ships, as I have got it made out whilſt I 
c was cloſing my Letter.” Then adding what the Admiral 
never ſent, and concealing what he did, the Defects of the 
Ships are very conſiderable, as hath been already ſaid, five of 
them receiving much Damage; three of which could not, 
in the Opinion of the beſt Judges, be repaired at Sea for a 
ſecond Action; the Liſt of this Damage may be hereafter 
printed. At the ſame Time, under Favour of the above 
Sentence, Occaſion was taken to add the Lifts of the Ships, a 
ſpurious one, even with Reſpect to our Fleet; which methinks 
thoſe who inſerted it ought to be better acquainted with, what- 
ever it might be their Duty to know of the French; leaving 
out the Weight of Metal and Number of Hands on board, 
and putting in the Number of killed and wounded, that is, 
preſerving all, in which a ſeeming Equality conſiſted, and ca- 
ſtrating all, in which the French were eminently ſuperior. 
Nor was this the only Variation from Truth, for ſome conſi- 
derable Addition was made to the Number of the Engliſb 
Cannon, and a Diminution of the French, with a View pro- 
bably to bring the two Numbers nearer each other, and to 
create the Idea of Equality in the two Squadrons. I hope it 
is no uncharitable Suggeſtion to ſay, T nat this ſpurious and 
partial Lift of each Fleet, was inſerted to aggravate your Re- 
ſentment againſt the Admiral, and to gain a Belief, that the 
Defects of the Ships which accompanied this Letter, was no 
more than a Liſt of the killed and wounded, an Artifice ſa- 
vouring of much deſpicable Cunning, ſeen through by every 
Man who had Senſe enough to reflect, that though Mr. Byng 
had ſent the Number of his own killed and wounded, he could 
not well come at that of Monſieur La Galiſſonniere. Can 
theſe Liſts have been added with an honeſt Intent? Was it not 
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deſigned to create the Idea of his being a Coward ? And to 
ſtrengthen, by this Addition, what oy had begun to inſinu- 


ate by the former Omiſſions. 


Lr me now appeal to the Hearts of Men conſpicuous 
for the Love of Juſtice and Humanity amongſt all Nations: 
is it not perfidious Treatment, not only to cut out the genuine 
Juſtification of a Man's own Words, but as it were to ſuborn 
falſe Evidence, and add to it the Account which was tranſ- 
mitted by the Admiral, with a View of depreciating him in 
the Eyes of his Fellow- Subjects, and letting looſe the popular 
Clamour againſt him. 

InDEED when we review theſe Artifices, and reconſider the 
Reports which were ſpread among the People during the Pre- 
parations at Toulon, after their arriving at Minorca, whilſt 
our Fleet was preparing, and after it's Departure, will there 
not ariſe certain Suſpicions which Prudence would rather con- 


'«gcal than hint at, in any Cafe but that of preſerving one's 


Country from future Misfortunes of a ſimilar Nature. and 
preſerving the Life of a Fellow- Subject? We ſhall endea- 
vour to recolle&t ſome of them, and let thoſe who chuſe to 
examine them, draw that Concluſion which. ſeems the moſt 
probable. 

FirsT, then, how came the French to form the Idea of 
taking St. Philip's, when the Fleet of England, known to 
be ſo ſuperior, might have prevented the Embarkation ; if not 
that, their Deſcent on Minorca ; if that could not have been 
done, reinforced St. Philip's, beat the French Fleet, and taken 
the whole Embarkation Priſoners. Is the Duke of Richlieu 
ſo Military mad, that he would have undertaken to command 
in an Expedition which had been preparing for five Months, 
known to all Europe, and open to be diſconcerted in all the 
above different Manners? Would not this have rather proved 
him fitter for Bedlam, than a Command in Chief? Is not 
this repugnant to what Feuguiere and Santa Cruz have poſi- 
tively enjoined? And if the Duke would have been hardy 
enough to undertake it, would the French Miniſtry have per- 
mitted him? Would the Directors of our Marine Prepara- 
tions, had they been in earneſt to preſerve St. Philip's, have 
ſent out an inferior Squadron? Delayed it at Spit head during 
ſo many Months? And given the Admiral abſolute Orders 
to expedite other Services, by not taking Men from particu- 
lar Ships, nor from any Ship fit for Service, to man his own 
Squadron, but to wait the coming of Tenders with preſſed 
Men from Liverpool and other Ports? And before the Arri- 


val of more than two, he was ——u to ſail. 
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Hap the Planners of the Expedition been truly animated 
with the Intereſt of their Country, why, during this Prepara- 
tion at Toulon, when all England, and all Europe, was ex- 
claiming againſt their Delay, did they continually give out to 
you, that there was no Fleet preparing at Toulon ® That the 
French had no Sailors nor military Stores; was not this to be 
the paliating Speech to the People to countenance their Pro- 
ceedings? Was it not to give the Air of relieving St. Phi- 
lip's only that the Engliſh Fleet ſet fail a few Days before the 

French, and before a certain Intelligence of it was given to 
the Public? Though the Day for leaving Toulon by the latter 
muſt, beyond all Doubt, be known by thoſe who prevented 
it's Relief, in ſending a Fleet from hence fo inferior to the 
Undertaking. | 1 

Wu the popular Clamour now began to be very loud 
againſt this ſnameful Behaviour, were not ten thouſand Stories 


invented to draw off the public Attention from the Planne 


of the Expedition, and to throw it on him who commanded, 
and who they concluded would miſcarry? Was it not owing 
to a Deſign of ill Succeſs in them that the Fleet was ſent out 
ſo ſmall, and that he was aſſured the French Armament could 
not poſſibly exceed ſeven Ships, and probably would not be 
more than five? Was it not conſtantly afferted, that no 
Fleet was ever ſo well manned, equipped, and powerful, for 
the Number, as this Engliſb Fleet? And that the French 


conſiſted of old Ships not fit for Service, ill-manned, and 


worſe provided; whereas one Moment's Thought would 
have told them, that a Fleet, however ill-furniſhed with Men, 
when it left Toulon, muſt be abundantly provided with Hands 
ſrom Two Hundred Tranſports, which after landing the 
Troops and Ammunition, and at Anchor, could very well 
ſpare two thirds of their Crews; as to the Ships being feeble 
or ill- fitted out, the Falſhood of that Aſſertion is now per- 
fectly well known. Was not this Story, of great Deficiency 
in the French Fleet, propagated to create a Belief in you, 
that La Galliſſonniere was inferior to Mr. Byng; as the ex- 
tolling the Strength of our Fleet, was to make the latter ap- 


pear ſuperior? To theſe ſpurious Accounts of the different 


Strength of the two Fleets, was it not conſtantly added, that 
Mr. Byng could blow the French out of the Water? With 
what Intent could this be propagated, but to aggravate the 
Miſcarriage of the Admiral, by creating an Opinion of his 
ſuperior Force, and to animate your ExpeQations with Views 
ef Succeſs, the more effectually to inflame your Reſentment 

| againſt 
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againſt him, when the ill News of his not prevailing ſhould 
arrive, and which they muſt foreſee ? | 

Tux Citadel of Mahon being attacked, it now became the 
common Converſation amongſt the Planners of the Voyage, 
that the Fortification could not hold out a Week, with a 
Deſign to leſſen the Surprize of its being taken: or if it was 
defended any conſiderable Time, to give an Idea of its being 
well provided ; does it not therefore ſeem evident, from the 
Fleet of England being appointed fo inferior, ſo long delayed, 
aſter it was ready, ſent ſq. late, without a Soldier but thoſe 
who acted as Marines, without an Hoſpital-Ship, Fireſhip, 
Tranſports, or Tenders; that no Battle was intended to be 
fought, nor St. Philip's relieved ? But by this Delay, to give 
Time to Marſhal Richlieu to take the Fortifcation, return 
with his Fleet, and leave Mr. Byng to cruize ineffeQually 


round Minorca ; indeed the brave 1ri/hmen diſappointed the 


Expectations of thoſe who had thus deſigned the whole Tranſ- 
action, by defending the Place becoming the Duty of Britiſh 
Subjects, and not according to ſiniſter Intention. 

bx this contemptible Cunning, a Quality often connected 
with Ignorance in little Minds, it ſeems contrived, that if 
General Blakeney gave up the Citadel before Mr. Byng's Arri- 
val, then he was to be exclaimed againſt, and charged with 
Cowardice:;z and if he held out, as the Admiral was inſuffi- 


cient, then that Imputation was to fall on the latter. 
Was it not therefore owing to the daily Diſappointment 


of hearing that the Citadel had ſurrendered, that no Fleet 


was ſent to reinforce Mr. Byng; apprehending, that with a 


Reinforcement he would raiſe the Siege, which ſeems ſo con- 
trary to the Intent of ſending him? Was it not on this Ac- 
count that they did not ſtop him by Expreſs at Gibraltar, to 
wait for more Ships of War? And at laſt, was not the Re- 
inforcement ſent when it could not poſſibly arrive till after 
the Admiral had ſucceeded or mi ſcarried. | 

Ar length comes a Letter from Monſieur 1a Galliſſonmere, 
of the Fngliſh Fleet having retired before the French, when 
immediately a Report prevailed, that from a Letter ſent by 
Admiral Byng from Gibraltar, it was foreſeen that he would 
not fight; with what Intent was this added, bũt to confirm 
your Sentiments in his being a Coward, according to the Re- 
ſolution which had been taken of throwing the whole Blame 
of the Miſcarriage on him, before his own Account could 
come to ſet Matters right in the People's Opinion. After 
ſome Time a Letter from - Admiral Byng arrives, printed in 
the Gazette, where the moſt material Paſſages in Vindication 


of 


[4] 


of his Conduct are cut out; why were theſe omitted, but to 


preſerve the former Impreflions of his having behaved like a 


Coward, at the ſame Time condemning the Reſolutions of 
the whole Council of War unheard ; a moſt flagrant Affront 
on Men of ſuperior Birth, by one who has undeſervedly ſtart- 
ed into Nobility. 

Ir was now neceſſary to continue inventing more Tales 
to ſupport your Reſentment againſt Mr. Byng; one Day it 
was given out, that he had ſold out of the Stocks, forty- four 
thouſand Pounds before he ſailed, which was to inſinuate, 
that he left England with a Defign never to return: The 
Falſhood of this Report may be ſeen in the Stock Books. Then 
it was reported, that this was the Man who cruized before 
Genoa laſt War, and took Money to let Veſſels with Provi- 
ſions and Men paſs to the Relief of the Town; a known 
Falſhood, and were not the Aſhes of the Dead ſacred, I 
would tell you his Name: Was not this to hint the Idea of 
Venality ? 


Tux it ſeems i it was diſcovered, that a Ship with Provi- 


fions had gotten into Mahon the very Day before the Action, 
which Ship arrived at the Port a Month before the inveſting 
the Citadel; was not this to infinuate that he might "_ 
landed his Soldiers alſo ? 

TuksE Rumours being grown a little cool, Ballads were 
made to keep up your Reſentment, and the Admiral hanged 
and burnt in Effigy at the national Expence, by. the Clerks 
and Officers of Public Offices, amongſt whom one Mr. Glo- 
ver, belonging to the Victualling- Office, burning him in 
I hite- Chapel Road, was rewarded with a broken Leg by che 
Barking Stage-Coach. 

IT was now thought neceſſary to aſſert, that Mr. Byng 
was attempting to eſcape in Woman's Cloaths, to impart the 
Idea of conſcious Guiltineſs, which is likewiſe an Invention 
of Falſhood ; and yet this Idea was to be continued by fixing 
Iron Bars to theWindows, to prevent a Man from eſcaping, 
whom they wiſh to be well rid of, and who would not leave 
the Place if they would permit him. 

Ar one Time he is repreſented as mad, and then as killing 
himſelf with drinking: then, that it is to be feared he may 
attempt Suicide. Believe me, he has not loſt his Senſes, as 
his Accuſers will find, nor will he deſtroy himſelf with his 
own Hands; and it is your Duty to preſerve his Life, for the 
Sake of more perfectly knowing what influenced his Purſuers 
to contrive and conduct the Expedition in fo prepoſterous a 
Manner. Then the Author of the Evening Advertiſer is en- 


gaged 
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[ar] 
paged to keep alive the Idea of Mr. B ynp's being a Coward ; 


a proper Employment for a Man Who as riſen to Danes by ; 


the infamous Practice of an Informer. 


AnD laſtly, theſe contemptible Artißces are followed by a 


Letter to Ad — 1 B, published at the Expence of his 
and your Enemies, and hawked through the Streets for the 
Sake of univerſal Publication. This fingle Circumſtance, in 
the Minds of all Men of Senſe, fo ihhurhanly contrived to 
keep up the popular Prejudice again the Admiral and from 
themſelves, amounts to an Acknowledgement of their Guilt 
and of his Innocence; otherwiſe, ſome one Proof of what is 
there charged would certainly have been brought againſt kim. 
But the whole is an entire Declamation, intended to inflame 


your Minds, founded on no one Argument, and concludes 


with a Confeſſion, which his Adverſaries would do extremely 
well to learn by Heart, againſt that Day when public Juſtice 
will demand them to their Tryals. 

Does not this Uniformity of Behaviour, in planning the 
whole Affair, prove, that Mr. Byng was not the great cul- 
pable Perſon? There muſt be ſome other Source of his and 
your Misſortunes; otherwiſe the French 'muſt have been 
Madmen or Fools to have attacked Minorca in that Manner, 
and ſome of this Nation Madmen or Fools to Ry preſerv- 


ing it with fo unequal a Force. 


AFTER all, are not ſuch deſpicable pie in Men of 
Rank, below the Behaviour of the meaneſt Beggar? What 
an Inſult on your Underſtandings, to conceive the abſurd 
Idea of ſcreening themſelves from your Enquiry, and ſeeking 
Preſervation, by drawing, hanging, and burning, a Man in 
Effigy, who, however culpable in this Action, muſt be white 
as Snow compared with them, whoſe Sins are red as Scarlet. 

FROM what Origin can ſuch Proceedings ſpring, but from 


conſcious Delinquency and Apprehenſion of Danger? had 


they believed themſelves innocent, why did they conceal thoſe 
material Paſſages in his Letter, and add a ſpurious and mali- 
cious Lift of the two Fleets? Was it not with Deſign to de- 
preciate the Commander's Plea, as much as poſſible, before 


his Fellow-Subje&s ? Had they been conſcious of performing 
their Duty, why was he not left to the true Recital of his 


Conduct? His Mifbehaviour could not have affected them; 
the World would have been ſatisfied with a true Narration of 
the Circumſtances; they had been cleared, and Mr. Byng flood 
unprejudiced, by injurious Calumnies in your Opinion; juſtly 
condemned if delinquent, or juſtly diſcharged if innocent. 


Was it not their internal Guilt which prohibited them from 


behaving 
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behaving with Integrity, and I preſume. by this Time, as in 
Caſes of Murder, too great Defire to conceal the Crime, has 
ſhewn you who were the Capital Offenders. 0 

Ir becomes now the eſſential Duty of every Zngiifman, 
to diveſt himſelf of all thoſe Prejudices which have been fo 
artfully Propagated inſt Mr. Byng, to reſent, with be- 
coming Spirit, the inſulting Deſign of duping you, by Miſ- 
repreſentation of the Truth, to become Accomplices in pur- 
ſuing, even to Death, a Man who muſt be unjuſtly treated, 
beeauſe hitherto his Story has never been known, and his 


| Juſtification concealed. 


Hraven forbid that the Integrity of Engliſhmen ſhould 
be. deceived by the Wiles of Men, who do not poſſeſs one 
Praiſe-worthy Qualification ; or their Judgments perverted by 
crafty Repreſentations, to become Auxiliaries in completing 
the Ruin of him they intend to deſtroy. I know you have 
hitherto determined equitably according to what has been laid 
before: you ; I blame not the Deciſion, becauſe it lows from 
the Love of Juſtice and your Country. All I requeſt is, that 
you would now conſider the Caſe of Mr. Byng with the ſame 
Zeal which his Adverſaries are purſuing him; receive the 
Truth as you did the Deluſion; reſent the Impoſition, and 
ſee Juſtice done to him whom they wiſh to ruin. Without 
your Approbation they will not dare to make him ſuffer un- 
juſtly, and with it I tremble for him, however innocent he 
may be. Conſider the Situation of that Man, whoſe Death 
may be neceſſary to preſerve the Lives of others. Conſider 
what the Diſpoſitions of Men, who have almoſt undene the 
Nation, muſt be againſt a Fellow. Subject, whom it may be 
convenient to deſtroy. If he ſuffer, you will repent too late 
the not having liſtened to the Admonitions of theſe Sheets. 
Let your Prejudices be abated, for the Sake of Equity to him 
and to yourſelves; it is become an indiſpenſible Act of Juſtice 
to ſupport him, who has been injured, againſt Men who by 
every Art have inſinuated his being guilty. By his Death you 
may ſave the Deſtroyers of your Country, Urge then that 
the greateſt Criminals be firſt brought to Juſtice, and that 
ſuch exiſt, can need no farther or more convincing Proof, 
than the Inſufficiency of the Engliſb Fleet, the long Delay in 
ſending it, the Want of Stores and Artificers at Gibraltar, 
the ordering the Marines out of Mr. Byng's Squadron at 
Portſmouth, ſending no Troops to Mahon, no Hoſpital-Ships, 
Fire-Ships, or 'Tenders, the ſending him with foul and crazy 
Ships, ill manned and old, the Concealment of his Vindica- 
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tion, and adding to his Deſtruction by Ten Thouſand calym- 
niating Inventions. 3 55 gt | | 

Are not theſe the ſtrongeſt Proofs of Delinquency ? Ds 
they not amount to almoſt a Demonſtration, that the Blame 
lies not greatly againſt Mr, Byng, and that what has happened, 
has not been repugnant to the Inclinations. of his Purſuers ? 
Did they ever deſign that 44inorca ſhould find Relief from the 
Fleets and Armies of Great-Britain. © © 

NoTwiTHSTANDING this favourable Appearance on his 
Side, and criminal on theirs, I ask not Mercy, but Juſtice to 
Mr. Byng, his Purſuers, and your Country; all I requeſt is 
a candid Tribunal, am impartial Enquiry, and an unprejudiced 
People, which I wiſh alſo to thoſe who have thus inhumanly 
treated him. If they have all erred alike, give them up to the 


ſame condign Puniſhment. If their Guilt is unequal, you 


will not add Cruelty to Injuſtice, but let their Puniſhments 
be proportioned to it. If he is proved guiltleſs, you will pre- 
ſerve him. But at all Events remember, that thoſe, in whoſe 
Hearts the horrid Compound of _— and Iniquity refide, 
who have brought this once flouriſhing Country to fo ruinous 
a State, eſcape not, by the Sufferings of Mr. Byng, the Re- 
wards which are due to them. To youl appeal; be Englifh- 


men, and I fear no Injuſtice to him who is thus unjuſtifiably 


purſued ; him whom you have already been deceived to con- 


demn, you will now be reſolved to ſee treated according to 


the Laws, Rights, and Privileges, of a Fellow-Subje& and 
free Briten. ES, 
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. Some Original Parkks and LeTTERS 
Which paſſed during the Expedition. Taken from a 


Letter to a dlember of Parliament, relative to the Caſe of 
Admiral Byng. 


5 3 2 in Gibraltar Bay, Mey 4, 1756, 
« SIR, ® 

HIS comes to you by Expreſs from hence by the Way 

« of Madrid, recommended to Sir Benjamin Keene, 

re his Majeſty's Miniſter at that Place, to be forwarded with 
« the utmoit Expedition. 
„ T ARRIVED here with the Squadron under my Com- 
ce mand, the 2d Inſtant in the Afternoon, after a tedious Paſ- 
e ſage of twenty-ſeven Days, occaſioned by contrary Winds 
« and Calms, and was extremely concerned to hear from 
Captain Edgcombe (whom I. found here with the Princeſs 
„ Louiſa and Fortune Sloop) that he was obliged to retire 
C from Minorca, the French having landed on that Iſland by 
cc all Accounts from thirteen to fiſteen thouſand Men. 

„ TRE failed from Toulon the loth of laſt Month, with 
& about one hundred and ſixty, or two hundred Sail of 
6 Tranſports, eſcorted by thirteen Sail of Men of War; 
«© how many of the Line I have not been able to learn with 
„any Certainty. 

I Ihad been ſo happy to have arrived at Mahon, before 
ce the French had landed, I flatter myſelf, I ſhould have been 
« able to have prevented their getting a Footing on that 
e Iſland; but as it has ſo unfortunately turned out, I am 
cc firmly of Opinion, from the great Force they have landed, 
« and the Quantity of Proviſions, Stores and Ammunition of 
« all Kinds they brought with them, that the throwing Men 
c into the Caſtle, will only enable it to hold out but a little 
« Time longer, and add to the Numbers that muſt fall into 
« the Enemy's Hands; for the Garriſon in time will be 
te obliged to ſurrender, unleſs a ſufficient Number of Men 
4 could be landed to diflodge the French, or raiſe the Siege; 
% however, I am determined to fail up to Minorca with the 
« Squadron, where I ſhall be a better Judge of the Situation 
« of Affairs there, and will give General Blakeney all the 
« Aſſiſtance he ſhall require; though I am afraid all Com- 
ce munication will be cut off between us, as are the Chief 
« Engineers of this Garriſon (who have ſerv'd in the Iſland 
$6 and that of the other Officers of the Artillery, who are 
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acquainted with the Situation of the Harbour; for if the 
Enemy have erected Batteries on the two Shores near the 
Entrance of the Harbour (an Advantage ſcarce to be ſup- 
poſed they have neglected) it will render it impoſſible for 
our Boats to have a Paſlage to the Sales Port of the Garri- 
ſon. 

« By the incloſcd Liſt, delivered to me by Captain Bite 
combe, their Lordchipe will obſerve the Strength of the 
French Ships in Toulon, and by the Copy of a Letter from 
Marſeilles, to General Blakeney, which J herewith tranſ- 
mit to you, their Lordſhips will perceive the Equipment 


the French have made on this Occaſion. It is to be appre- 


hended, when they have got all the Ships they poſſibly can 


ready for Service, they may think of turning their Thoughts 
this Way, 


46 Ip I ſhould fail in the Relief of Port Mahon, T ſhall look 
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upon the Security and Protection of Gibraltar as my next 
Object, and ſhall repair down here with the Squadron. 

« I AM ſorry to find, upon enquiring of the Naval Officer 
here, that there are few or no Stores in the Magazines to 
ſupply any of the Squadron that may be in Want of them ; 
and it appears by a Letter J have received from the Store- 
keeper and Maſter Shipwright, that the careening Wharfs, 
Store-houſes, Pits, &c. are entirely decay'd, and I am 
afraid we ſhall find great Difficulty in getting them repair'd, 
there being no Artificers to be got here, and at preſent he 
can have no Aſſiſtance from the Carpenters of the F leet on 
Account of our Sailing. 

“ IT requireth a proper Perſon to inſpect into and manage 
thoſe Affairs; I have taken upon me to give Mr, Milbourne 
Marſh (his Majeſty's Naval Officer that was at Mahon, 
and who came down with Capt. Edgcombe) an Order to 
at as Maſter Shipwright, which J hope their Lordſhips 
will approve, and have given him Orders to uſe his beſt 
Endeavours to put the Wharf, Cc. in the beſt Condition 


he can, for very ſoon they will be wanted: as I apprehend 
this is the only Place the Ships of the Squadron can come 
* to refit, and many of them are in Want of Repairs and 


Careening ; particularly the Portland, who has not been 
cleanſed theſe twelve Months, nor the Cheſter field, ten; 
beſides many of the Ships that came out with me are foul : 
I fear from the Inconveniences we ſhall meet with here, 
there will be great Difficulty in keeping the Ships clean, as 
there is but one Wharf for them to n and careen at. 
| 6 By 
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- & By a Council of War, held by General Fot le, a Copy 
4 of which igherewith tranſmitted, it was not thought proper 
© to ſend Detachment equal to a Battalion for the Relief of 
« Minorca, as it would evidently weaken the Garriſon of 
& Gibraltar, and be no way effectual to the Relief of that 
C Iſland for the Reaſons therein given; but, as I had repre- 
cc ſented that there was a Deficiency of Men on board the 
cc Ships late under the Command of Capt. Edgcombe, on ac- 
<< count of his having left a Number of Sailors and Marines 
cc at Minorca to aſſiſt in the Defence of that Place, and that 
c it was neceflary to ſend a Detachment on board thoſe 
c Ships to help to man them, this the General complied with, 
<« and I ſhall diſtribute ſome Seamen from the Ships that came 
cc out with me to compleat their Complement. 
«© The Cheſterfield, Portland and Dolphin are on their way I 
« from Mahon for this Place. The Phenix is gone to Leg- 
« horn by Order of Capt. Edgcombe for Letters and Intelli- 
« gence ;z and the Experiment is cruizing off Cape Faun 
c whom I expect every Hour. 
« By a Letter from Mr. Banks, our Conſul at Carthagena, 
«© to General Fowke, dated the 21ſt of April, it appears, 
c that twelve Sail of Spaniſb Men of War are ordered for 
« Cadiz and Ferrel, which are expected at that Port, but 
% on what Account he could not tell the Governor. 
We are employed in taking in Wine and Water with 
& the utmoſt Diſpatch, and ſhall let no Opportunity flip of 
« failing from hence. 
« Herewith I fend you incloſed a Copy of ſuch Papers ag 
ce have been delivered me, which E — neceſſary for their 
4 Lordſhip s Inſpection. 


, am, 8 - 
«$1 R, 
* Your moſt humble Servant, 
J. B. 


To the Hon. J—n C—d, E½; 


The Receipt of this Letter may be fixed as the ra of Mr. 
BynG's deſtined Diſgrace: Some. diſcerning Politicians 
\ at Home, were, it ſeems, ſo eminently indued with the Gift 
of Second-ſigbt, as to foreſee, in the Contents of _ m_ the 


[47] 
Admiral——would not fight, -and what they ſo-miraculouſly 
foreſaw, they made no ſcruple to foretell; while every Hire- 
ling-Tongue was employed to propagate the Oracle through- 
out the Kingdom.— l know, not, Sir, what you may be able 
to do, but for my part, I have not Skill enough in the Art of 
Devination, to diſcover the pu/illanimous Prognoſitcs in this 
Letter, and am not aſhamed, to acknowledge myſelf ſo little 
read in the Rudiments of Court-Logic, as not to be able to 
ſee the neceſſary Connection between Mr. Byng's .preparing 
(as he ſays) with the utmoſt Diſpatch to meet the Enemy, and 
his Deſign to run away from them: — This, indeed, I can 
perceive, and without any ſupernatural Degree of Inſpiration, 
that there are ſeveral Articles in the Admiral's Letter of too 
uncourtly a Strain, to recommend him to ſome Perſons Fa- 
vour, and therefore it may be poſſible thoſe invidious Fore- 
bodings of his future Cowardice might proceed rather from a 
Spirit of Perſecution, than that of Prophecy. pi 

How muſt thoſe entruſted with the Management of Pub- 

lic Affairs, reliſh Mr. BynG's confirming that general and in- 
delible Reproach of his being ſent too /ate, and that a timely 
Diſpatch might have prevented even a fingle Frenchman ſetting 
his Foot upon the devoted Ifland ?!——tow muſt his formi- 
dable Account of the Enemy's Force and Preparations, falſify 
the Predictions of thoſe, who repreſented them as the mere 
Phantoms of our Imagination? May not the Complaint 
of the ruinous Condition of the Wharfs, Pits and Store- 
Houſes at Gibraltar, together with the almoſt total Want of 
neceſſary Stores for the Security of the Fleet, prejudice in his 
Disfavour thoſe, to whoſe Province the Care of theſe Affairs 

more particularly belongs: May not the Foulneſs of his 


Ships be deemed a Secret improper to be divulged, after the 
- fo much boaſted Excellency of his Equipment ? In ſhort, 
does not the whole Piece, rather unluckily contain an actual 
Proof of ſome other Perſon's Failure in Duty, than afford any 
prophetic Tokens of his own | 
I believe, by this time, you are at no loſs to account for the | 
Motives, which induced the Concealment of this Letter; the 
vindictive Effects it muſt have produced, and conſequently, 
the preſent unpopular Situation of its Author who ſeems to 
labour under the Calumny of baving done thoſe Things which 
he ought not to haue done; only to ſcreen others from the Im- 
putation of having, .left undone thoſe Things which they ought to 
have done. 2 34 3 dA 
The Deſingenuity of Mr. By Ns Adverſaries is particular- 
ly remarkable, in the conſtant Anticipation of their Vengeance; 


, als. 
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for, as it was thought convenient to implant in the Minds of 
the People, a Suſpicion of his Cowardice, before it could 
poſſibly be known, whether he would fight; ſo it was deemed 
equally expedient, to ſuperſede him, before it could be fairly 
known, whether he had fought ; for previous to any authen- 
tic Account of the Engagement to the Admiralty, the follow- 
ing Diſmiſſion was very expeditiouſly diſpatched from it. 


(6 & [7 R, | 
«© FT IIS Majeſty having received an Account that the Squa- 
cc dron under your Command, and that of the French 
„ under the Command of Monſieur Galiſſonniere, came to 
<« Action off the Harbour of Mabon, the 20th of laſt Month, 
and that the French (tho' inferior to you in Force) kept be- 
fore the Harbour and obliged you to retreat; I am com- 
„ manded by my Lords Commiſſioners of the Admiralty, to 
«© ſend you herewith an Extract of Monſieur Galiſſonniere's 
<« Letter to his Court, giving an Account of the Action, and 
« to acquaint you, that his Majeſty is ſo much diſſatisfied 
« with your Conduct, that he has ordered their Lordſhips to 
recall yourſelf and Mr. 7//?, and to ſend out Sir Edward 


« Hawhe, and Rear-Admiral Saunders to command the 


% Squadron. | " 


«© I am extremely ſorry to be obliged to inform you of 
&« ſuch a diſagreeable Event, being with great Regard, 


& Your mt obedient humble Servant, 
| * * ., 


Aumiraliy-Qfice, June 8, 1756. 


Now, Sir, is it to be credited, that this Death-Warrant to 
the Reputation as well as Power of an Admiral, ſhould have 
no other Foundation, than the miſtalen Suppoſition of his re- 
treating from an inferior Force, and the Authority of a Letter, 
from his Competitor for Victory? Have the partial Accounts, 
generally given by the French of their military Exploits, been 


uſually adopted here as Articles of Faith, or what new Confi- 


dence have they now acquired, to hallow their Orthodoxy-? 


Might not Mr. Galiſſonniere partake too much of the Frail- 


ty of his Nation, to give a diſadvantageous Teftimony of the 
Succeſs of its Arms, and of his own Conduct and Valour ? 
But, I believe this is the firſt Inſtance of a Britiſh Admiral 
being ſacrificed, unheard, to the Romance of a French One. 
I ſhall not trouble you with any farther Remarks of my 

; own, 


528 
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own, on this Letter from the Admiralty, ſince Mr. Bync's 
Anſwer will afford you a much better comment than I am 
able to make upon it, | | 


214 2. 01 1550 C Gibraltar-Bay, July 4, 1756. 
«7 R,. | VV 

« D Sir Edward Hawke I have received their Lordſhips 
6c Orders, and your Letter of the 8th of June, which 


I have immediately complied with, and have only to expreſs 


« my Surprize at being ſo ignominiouſly diſmiſſed from my 
cc Employment, in the Sight of the Fleet I had commanded, 
« in Sight of the Garriſon, and in Sight of Spain, at ſuch a 
« Time, in ſuch a Manner, and after ſuch Conduct, as I 
« hope ſhall ſhortly appear to the whole World. Tis not 


«© now for me to expoſtulate; I flatter myſelf, that Mr. 


« J//t and I ſhall make evident the Injury done to our Cha- 
e racters, which I know of nothing in the Power of an 

«© Being whatever that can atone for; ſo high an OpinionT 
cc have of that, which. was ever unſullied before, and which 
cc J hope to make appear has been moſt injuriouſly and wrong- 
ce fully attacked now, on the Grounds of a falſe Gaſconade of 

<« an open Enemy to our King and Country, and which 
«© would haye evidently appeared, had the poſhble time been 
cc allowed for my own Expreſs's Arrival, in which there was 
c nothing falſe, nothing vaunting, nothing ſhameful, nor 
© an bing which could have prevented our receiving his 
ce Majeſty's royal Approbation, for having, with a much in- 
« ferior Force, ſought, met, attacked, and beat the Enemy: 
« Of this, it is needleſs for me to ſay more at preſent, than 
that I am ſorry to find Mr. Veſi, with the Captains, Lieu- 
«tenants, and Officers of the Ships we had our Flags on 
4 ' Board of, are to be Sufferers for what I alone, as Com- 
< mander in Chief, am anſwerable: But it is ſo much of a 
« Piece with the whole unheard-of Treatment I have met 

« with, that neither They, the Fleet, or Myſelf can be 
«© more aſtoniſhed at that particular than at the whole. 


r 
« ⸗8 IR, PS: 
« Your very humble Servant, 


«q J. B. 

To | 
The Han. J—n C——d, 277; | 
„„ 8 | You 
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You, Sir, who are ſo diſcerning a Judge of human Nature, 
will find no Difficulty to diſcover whether this is an unaffected, 
unſtudied Remonſtrance, or a diſguiſed Artifice in the Au- 
thor: The Time, the Occaſion, and the * Circumſtances 
under which it was. wrote, muſt manifeſt them to be the Ex- 
poſtulations of a Man, rather conſcious of Injury, than 
Guilt ; the Dictates of a Heart jealous of Honcur, not of a 
Head Rudis of Security; ; and though it does not amount 
to a poſitive Exculpation of Guilt, muſt afford every unpreju- 
diced Perſon a preſumptive Evidence of Innocenge - yet 
by a particular Fatality attending the Admiral, this very Let- 
ter was to draw on him an Accumulation of Vengeance; 3 
its Smartneſs (to uſe the Phraſe of his Adverſaries) was deemed, 
a Kind of Treaſon againſt their Dignity ; 'and @ modeſt, Vine 
dication of his own Conduct was conſtrued into an inſolent 
Impeachment of theirs; nor, indeed, do they ſeem to be 
much out in this Conſtruction; ſince ſuch is the Alternative, 
that what tends to exculpate the One, will be no very favour- 
able Article towards the Juſtification of the Other; and to 
this CRITICAL ALTERNATIVE, I fear, it is, we may im- 
pute the whole unheard of Treatment Mr, By x complains to 
have met with. 

Though the Length of this Letter may already prove, — 
much J am inclined to ſatisfy your Curioſity, I ſhould ſtill 
proceed to communicate ſome farther Anecdotes of this im- 

ortant Affair, and convince you, that Diſingenuity is 
the leaſt, Injury that has been offered the Admiral on 
this Occaſion ; but as this muſt neceſſarily include Facts, 
eflential to his future Defence, Honour and Juſtice forbig a 
preſent Diſcovery of them; and as they have been intruſted. 
to me under the Seal of Secreſy, I am perſuaded I ſhall not 
forfeit your Eſteem, for not ſuffering even our Friendſhip; to. 
extort them from me; yet, thus far I. may venture to hint, 
That, when you ſhall view this exploded SEA-PI ECE in its 
original Purity, you will find it very different. from thoſe fal- 
lacious Copies, which have been palmed upon the Public, 
by ſome proſtitute Pencils, as genuine. You will find 
there no daſtardly Timidity in the Commander, no Diſſatis- 
faction amòng the Officers at his Conduct; you will ſee the 
different Diviſions mutually aſſiſting each other to the utmoſt 
of their Power ; a Fleet, bravely repulſing an Enemy of 
much greater Force, and obliging them to ſeek for Safety, in 
the Advantage of a ſuperior Speed; in ſhort, you will ſee the 
Britiſh Flag (under the moſt diſadvantageous Circumſtances, 


even from its firſt ſetting out) . et that Condact 
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and Courage could effect, and then, obliged in Prudence to 
wait for thoſe Reinforcements, which alone could enſure its 
Security, and render its future Oppoſition of any Avail.— 
This, I preſume, would afford you a very ſenſible Pleaſure, 
not from any private or partial Reſpect to Mr. By No, but 
from the Satisfaction to find, that whatever Loſs or Diſho- 
nour the Nation may have ſuſtained from this unfortunate 
Affair, it is not owing at leaſt to any Deficiency of Naval 
Spirit, on which the Wealth and Glory of this Kingdom ſo 
eſſentially depend. But to conclude. | 

Notwithſtanding the preſent Din of Defamation, and 
ſanguinary Calls for Vengeance; I need not warn a Perſon 
of your Ingenuity, to ſuſpend your Sentence till, upon a fair 


and Candid Trial, the Admiral ſhall be found (what at pre- 


ſent I have great Reaſon to believe him very invidiouſly miſ- 
repreſented to be) a Son, unworthy of his Father, ——A Na- 
tive unworthy of his Country, —— and an Officer uuworthy of 


his Command. 


1 am, 
es 


ur... 
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